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DISCOURSES: 


ONE, A 
Defence of Private Judgment; 


THE SECOND, 
Again the Authority of the Magiſtrate 
over CONSCIENCE; 


/ THE THIRD, 
od Conſiderations concerning the Re- 


uniting of PROTESTANTS. 


The Two firſt Tranſlated from the Latin, the}. 
Third from the French, of Dr. Samuel Freue 
Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of B.A 
in Switzerland. 


With a Prefatory E piſtle to the Reverend Dr. TENISON, 
giving an Account of the Occaſion of Tranſlating them, and 
their Uſe in the VP of BANGOR's Controverſy. 


By PHILEL LEUTHERD US Cantabrigienſs. 


Cum me Credere Vis nihil probare, 
Nil Credo ti. Cur 2 Rogare ndti, 
Andon Hog (atis eft, ſuperq, cauſe, 
' Quod me Creders vis, nibi! probare ? | i 
Igmſcite, Principe t. fi qui, metu Damnatianis, vobis in Religiare nov 
aſſentiantur ;, Poteſtiſne illis de damno cavere *? p 
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NW x Poles two. e 
er „ viz. Sylloge 97 ations, ; 
tarum, And his Sermons in French, to which are 
Some General ' Confider oy gongerning the Re, 
Proteflants. , I: own if 308 airy obli 
for bringing me acquainted. with 5 | 
ſtrud ive a Mtiter, to whom 1 had e bab Te 
tinued u Stranger. His Treatiſes — 9 with 
much Solidity and Judgment, fo moch 
e and ſuch 280 of Chari by an Piety, - 
. there are or Books, which better & ve to ed 

am hoycfber 4 


fully p 
ſed me 
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Beben of at * "he moſt 
| en ve ever ap- 
ea. the Wong, f ation ges * 50 1 . 


tit e ee 
tho 2 Clearneſs 1 Screps 
* gyvment undamental 
ure aflerted and defended. 
1 — ſo many excellent Deſences 


| Learned and. Able Divines that 
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TY." The Priface. | 

not a little ſurprizing to ſee ſome Divines of great Name, 

who, whilſt they profeſs . — | ha 

undermine,; but alſo open 

Jeavours to deſtroy the Foundations of- Proteſtantiſm 4- C 

and in expreſs words recant that Principle, without n 
a 
y 
. 
\ 
{ 


which this Church (which they fo limit and confine, as 

to eſteem none but 1 to be true Members 

of it) could never have been 17 ca 
This they have tak 


en ks 1 oppoſition 
to the Writings of a Biſhop, the Glory and Ornament 
of our Times and Nation: Than whom no one ſince 
the 2 has _ more ſincere, or more uſeful 
drin then whom, as 
— ok ſg 


ones plats bis if 


TP; n e 2 {6 


the Worſhip of God on the * Hog F 7 on 
which it can ſtand, a willing Mind, unforced Aſſent, 
and 8 = Sincerity „They. have ta ken occafion 
to do it fition' Ne thoſe W ritings bf His, in 
which Penn ly and clearly confuted the Novjupors, 
, who — our — 2 and Pure Chriſti 
g ; ON the only Principles on which they can be 
confiles: Thoſe; ' who to advance themſelves" to 
'THRONES, from which their Anceſtors near Two 
hundred Tears ago pulled down Antichriſt; have if 
not dethroned Chriſt, yet made themſelves Kings in 
His gh em; and if not ole Kings, yet Sharers in 
Chꝛiſt's Regal Power, Partners of His Legiſlation and 
Jutiſdiction, V Co-affeſiors on His Throne, and Co- Judges 
on His Tribunal. Theſe were plainly and unanſwer- 
ably confuted on Principles not only neceſſary tor the 
Defence of the Neformation, but of Chriſtianity it ſelf; 
withont which Chriſtianity could never have been - “ 
*Rabliſhed'at firſt, nor afterwards'when Tgnbrance and 
4 e had over-run- the Chriſtina orld, e 
Idolatry and Error. 
"ie 26x pht 8e bee been Aude <thelied — ſuch 
_ Signal Services ſhould have met with the oy likin We 


| | g Ne Frefate. 3 A | 
and A tion of the Beſt paxt- of the Proteſtant 
World, che Church of 4,5 =__ inſtead ot that we 
have ſcen this true Defender of the Church treated with 
Contumely and Reproach,. and all manner of Injuries 
and Indignities, and with great Violence and Paſſion 
ſecuted for pleading it's Cauſe, and defending it 
the outrageous Attacks of Thoſe Rebel Sons who 
are gon out from it Calumniated andReviled by Thoſe, 
ho tho they, ſtill continue in it, and would be thought. 
the greateſt, the only Church men, yet ſeem better pleaſed 
with. thaſe who attack it, that thoſe who defend it; 
and are angry with All who defend it better than them- 
ſelves, tho when they deſend it on other Principles 
than thoſe they have cenſured, their Deſences are ſo 
weak and ridiculous, that one would be tempted 10 
think them corrupted by our Adverſaries to betray it. 
Of thofe Char , as call themſelves, - who 
have ed in this work of  Calumny and Defamation 
rather than Argument, and-entered the Lifts againſt the 
Invincible Champion of Proteſtantiſm, Two only are 
conſid erable, The Dean of Chicheſter, and the Maſter of 
Eaton. The firſt had ſome Years ago printed a Diſ- 
courſe / in which He advanced the. {ame Principles He 
now condemns, and plainly aſſerted that the Church bad 
210, Right to impoſe Prnal Laws upon, any account ;; and that 
in Matters, purely of a Religious ugture the State bad no 
Right neither. He now contradicts what He then main- 
tained. (which yet He is reſolved not to give up, but 
at the ſame time to defend contradiftory Poſitions) 
nd declares it to be his preſent Opinion, That tho 
emporal Penalties are improper in a Spiritual Kingdom, yot 
they are proper in q Spiritual Kingdam; and that tho the 
State bas no Right to impoſe Penal Laws in Matters purely of 
4 Religions Nature, pet it is Right to impoſe. ſuch Laws, | 
» His way of maintaining this will Juſtity me to all 
* 2 for applying ta Him theſe Words. of Dr. 
Fir ob 147 KI RT Sr nn RT 
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1 2 A nec me, 
Se ee z quo plus Alle Nienti“ 


Tr „eb! 8g A vero abeffabits mi 
zis alis cum ſus Nn tum Reg od 


inquinabit. V here a Writer wats Sincerity' an 
* Intent "the moro Learning u t ie the 
* He vill vim bimſelf into Error, and is thi mojt 725 
* bis Authovity, and the Colouys He pariſhes hes Bet 
* with, to felt others with the ſame. * ü eee xn 
The sther Anti-Preteſtaft, Dr Snape, as he is not e- 
mal in Aber to the malt I, 2 — bad Tie ſo many 
ie to get oyer aß "HF hid. © has the- od 
Fortune not tꝭ have aſſerted formerly, when views were 
different, che directcontrary to what He nou maintains: 
t He has ion wrote does not 5 
any thing He has former iy Wrote, yet He has ſi nl 
contredicted himielf in what He has now wrote 3 a 
more "than opce plainly ef the” Tran of "the 
Principles He writes agEinſt. 
The weakneſs of his Cauſe has led Inn 16/6 fach Un- 
f uſtifiable and Unchriſtian Attempts on the Unex: 
ptionable Reputation of His Antagoniſt; and drove 
him on to breuk thro? all the Rules of Honovr and Hoß- 
itality in ſüch an unparallelld manner as all the 
orld is aſhamed of but Himſelf. . of _ 
He maintains is, That. Mew are oblige 
* Unesamined deciſions of the Church for 5 fake e 
f 2ithority ? And that the Civil Magiftrate Bh a Right to 
© Terrify Mey, and keep 4h ben in aus 4 their Religious 
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fd bake not been ing whey. true Pride" 
Liberty of Conſcience 21 Unfetterẽd Proteſtantiſi, 
who have aſſiſted in confuting what theſe two Writers 
bave advanced in maintenance of their Poſitions, 7 
none elſe had oppoſed” them, what the Biſhop 

Nor alone has wrote in Anſwer to them would BY 
erlons, who make uſe of their own Eyes and Reaſon, 


me ſuum inctuſtabit, ejuſdem Erroris conta 
ee 


Ppear A ſufficient Confutation of them. The frf be 
. 1 th e 
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ene vey Seuſidls of this by artfullx 
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woifl& ere how-haveidrop'd it; 
G00. che Biſhop; and the World: 


bee p hope Poſitions cannot ſtand without over 


7 one the Wolle tom attending 
pte ſentations, ae e wm, 
vaytous and contradictory a 

15 0 proved Him guilty of a, 5 
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rting two 145 Controyer 
to the A 0 
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nt, has rum into perſonsl Scandal and * 
jotigin which He has been ſo ſhamefal 


a. that” 
His Conſcience were not ſear'd FS : 
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throwing the Foundation of the Reformation ; {6 
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the truly 
the Biſhop of Bangor has oppos'd to them, clearly "f 
ſolid1y-maititained by a foreign Proteftant Divine, ' 


Nee Objections aga 
that . here urged by the 

others who are Knight En eno 
a Romantic Caſtle in the Air, as 2 
without the Foundation of Liberty of Conſcience ah 
Private-Judg | 
of 'Proteſtantiſm- the Papiſts, whoſe, chief 


is 


more ſeems to be neceſſary on that Head. "ob 
thaps the World may not be umwillin to fe 


Let 
Chriſtian and comprehenſive Principles 


— ij me moſt icious of the Reform 


he Drs 


: 
them (the i: 
1. ehr Bu 


dune hate 


ment) made there by the profe(s'1 Egem 
placed in thoſe Objections, only more colt 


e and inſiſted on in their full extent. 


+I -&#nnet but think that whoever reads without pre- 


other Or Party- prepoſſeſſion theſe Treatiſes of Yer F, 

il agree with me, That all the Objections againſt Pr 

vate Judgment, and Arguments for t Magiftrate's 4 

thority over © onſcience made by the Drs. Sb. and $4. 

1 fully an{ivered :' ant that a Re: nnivIf of Proteſtants 
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the foot of Private ſudgment and Liberty of Con- 


ſeirnes is is as well a potlble : 23 n Bletking 
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Your Find Preſent, my. TraiCation, of theſe three Bite, 


ane why linſcribe it to you. The many. private Ob- 
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ther convinc 


Proteſtants /z, accept, Sir, as an acknowledgement 
courſes. If it may.beof any Seryice to the World, the 
are due fo.you z' which is dne Reaſon among or, 
tions I have to you, I ſhall not trouble the World, with. 
But I muſt not omit taking this oppoxtupity of return 


ing you my Thanks. for the Obligation k haye to; 


Lou in common with the Publick for your ſeaſonable 
Proteſtation againſt the Proceedings in Convocation in 
oppoſition to the Biſhop of Bangor's. Proteſtant Doctrines, 


and the n COPpeemacy ; which, confirm'd me 3p may 


Reſolution of Dedicating this Tranſlation to Tou. The 
unbiaſſed Integrity, and Unſhaken | Firmnels, that 
cover themſelves in that Proteſtation, and the Paper 


Nou have publiſh'd on that occaſion, as they will Year 
e 


grzevouſly offend IHE MANY , fo they will encrea 


the Eſteem which all true Friends of Proteſtantiſm, who 


Wok foe in all Dreſſes (whether bare-faced,; as i 
an an For tugal, or diſguis d under the — 
HURC H, as among Us) is with the greateſt Circum 

ſpection to be guarded againſt, as the moſt dangerous 
Enemies to all the Rights and Liberties of Mankind: 
Your Proteſtation, I ey, vill encreaſe the Eſteem which 
all ſoch Proteſtants haße for You, The Sincerit 
ty and Engliſh Plainneſs, which all who are happy in 
Your Friendſhip, experience and love You for, ap- 
pear in every Page of that Paper. 21 * 
I bope, Sir, You will not always ſtand ſingle, when 
ou ſtand up in the Convocation. in Defenſe of Prote- 


| Rant DoArines, I doubt not but 1 ſhall live to ſee 


our Example follow'd by other Members. of that 
ouſe, who are known to have the ſame Sentiments gf 
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that Proſecution with your Self, 
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{ The" Preface, | 
Lam defivous to be an Tmitator of the Frankneſs an 
and Plain-dealing which deſcend to You from the 1a 
ever memorable Primate of Canterbury, 4 Lover of Bein 
neſd without Ceremony, and Truth Without Arrifice;' I 
and” which among many other Virtues makes ſo com- 
mendable à part of your Chraracter. I proceed there- 
tore to ſpeak freely, as have begun. 

Id the Judgment and Arginichls of this Author 
will be of but littje weight with-moſt of thoſe who are 
warm againft the Biſhop, who do not look on the fo 
reign Proteftants as Chriſtis na, but confine'that Name to 
thoſ®of their own nutrow Principles and Opinions. 
The name of Prot?fiit is now grown odious to many 
and Engliſh” Catbolick,”a Name hitherto appropriated' to 
E5glifh Papiſts, is rink — faſhionable, and next to 
that of Church-mar the ge and Boaſt of a Party. 
Provefiant:is a Title 1 o ad much more than that bf 
Papifts, und by way coach lea ye it to their Adver- 
daes who will always glory in being h Reproach- 


eg. 

Agajoft theſe the following | Treatiſes: may ſerve as. 
an-Apology.. f bring ing — to a Chriſtian Temper 
there is little Ho if it were poſſible, theſe Biſ⸗ 
cobrſes, in whi Oat Party-Zeal and Fury for a Cauſe 
they are poſſeſs'd with, are fo well laid Zen a ex- 
pogd, might be as efteckual as any thing to that. Pubs 


Bot there de Uke "who look on ac tog | Pins 
dan Churches, as Parts of the eme Catholick ce Chench | 
of Chriſt with themſelves, and love and reſpe&'theih 
as Brethren; who yet are unaccountably engaged" 8. 
- gainſt the Biſhop, and do not ſeem to be Cine 

that Proteſtantiſm is indefenſible on any other Founda- . 
ben than that the Biſhop proceeds upon. Te theſe it 
may de of ſome Uſe to be put in Mind that their Bre- 
chren abroad, as well as the beſt Deſert bf the Refot- 
mation at Home, havealways been andre of the ſame 


- Sentiments ; judging that withont perfect Liberty df 


"Conſcience aud the felt uſe of ie über ade | 


I baye omitted two, Pages 


= ad Tal, I could. wiſh; thoſe who read this 
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| Ps | 
ts flowing To Tres is, 2 —— but: ſee 
that the Author 1 5 55 '\the Bis. 
' ſhop of Bangor, 2155 95 m {ky will not 
* to deny the en * lear Evidence of | 


25 aſſert * may 3 — bes 1 
ranſlation come a to the dpi- 
* and Elegance A the One nes 
e reperipatad, L have oF CF ao ns | 
loan bo conſt — . Fs 
ment was full and com elpec1 tat 
5 2 e which ty ee Dice 1 
J have ty, yet in an Engliſh one, if tranila: 
ted, they loſe it; if not tranſlated, notwichſianding the 
Authority of the Dean of . ate in my 
Opinion more Pedantick than Elegant 
ur Ar che End, of the third) of the firſhDiſeoorls 
to the Evidence of 
the eee eee ene bc becauſe. our ow; 
Notions are particular ba 15 Point, 
— — briefly f 4 Aa And it, 4 61 be wore Jult 
| to read t pia 2 n 5 
Treatiſes of His, particularly 2 * triple t | 
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o would read. along with, it The Prefatory 
Aleand I 1 to Biſhop Taylor's Liberty of, of Pi 
Dr. 'Claget's Sermon on Fob vii. * ig the 

the us 4 G 


and Dr. Sherlock's 
and {Pork 1 Ses. tor "Tr: 
| ages Introductory tor the 
| ant, becauſe 8 e rompleat ,v 
them (and I ſtudy 1 They do pri nb 1 
de ee, n the Fabptt of the e, 
to the occ writi iſoout di — 
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Men whoconelſdl f comeay to ec 
p ot two other ſhort occaſional Paſſages that relate only 
to this ade the gubjett of the Niſcourle, are allo 
mitra. Noi THY Aba N Acht I Bo 
"Thoſe cho have not tend Mr. Lock's: excel 
on Toleration; \ ſhould read mut, and if they dave lei 
His Defexſ of it, with this Second 4 0 
- The-Thiid (Diſcourte, was wrote with an Eye 4 
cularly to tha Re: uniting the:Lutberany, and the 2 
as they are call d — i. e. the Caluiniſla. and the 
throughout that Diſcourſe the Author mentions only 
them. I have taken the Liberty every where inſtead of 
| Both Denomindtions of Proteſtants or. Both Sides(which axe his 
3 — ve male nſe of the Wards All Frote- 
All Sides or to that putpoſe) to ſubſtitue All Note- 
ont prion) becauſe the ts are of equal Forge 
with regard wat: and — — being ſo en may the 


ſtrongly 
heyy s. e ee — Hog 


By all Fote / EE 
5 and the written Word ok God contain d in the Scripture 
„ on, the Rule of their Religion: in arten ener 
;\ who make Tradition ahd C 
A ſions part that Rule; but to thoſe alſo/whe inake | 
£ any other as Emtbufiaſts, and Prete to 
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pprove of. what Yor 
| y concern d for the bealing our 
„Bend the Encreaſe of Chriſtian, Unity z who. are 
concerned for the ſimplicity of the Goſpel.of Chriſt, and 
 - preſerving the Church of Chriſt on ita true E, 
and ad builing on it. only Gold and Silver and preci 
for t Liberticent! Mankind, for their — of 
— and leaving them in Religious Matters to 
od and their Conſciences; for the Honour of the Re- 


* formation,andthe Proſperity 4 the Church of . 


As nay name o minded, ws have Zeal confine with | 


Charity z "who forthe ſake ot what they 
cle of Faith do not break what they 
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Alk of Peace, whale 
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_clamoay4 their 
of the Church ; they! 
is not Feate, but 
and 2 Sleep wito YT be anſwerd in the 
Words of the ever-glorious Jewel. * Neg; 10 Con 
ei N Fucem fugimus aig Noor Humane 1 
ug? 569 nolumas. Du idem, inquit Hilar in, 
9 ſed alind eſt Pax, alind ar a, * 
2 ut (quod i querunt) Chriftus tacere jubeatur ”— 
1 Veritas vangelii ; ut —_— dee, e. . 
0 „Dienen Homimm oculis. 
tel, uh vo PXE 2 
218 Freien Eft quædam, inguit fe 
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s f1 22 77 — 
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Evangelio ſeparatur : 62 — antun 
A Fax enim illa, quam tantope re querunt, 
* otioſorum tantum eff ventrum Tranqillitas. 1.6 Nor do we 
* eſchew Peace and Concord) but to have Peace with Man 
* we may not be at War with God. The of Peace 
4 ſweet and pleaſant thing, faith Hilarius:; But yet be- 

* ware, ſaith He, Peace is one thing, and Bondage is another : 


* For if it ſhould ſo beſ as they ſeek to bave it j that Chriſt 


* ſhould be Fair ry to filence, that the Truth 


E gt horrible Errors 


* of the Goſpel ſhould be 
* ſhould be cloked, that Chriſtian es ſhould be 
to conſpire 


q 5 that Sr might br 
open were not 2 2 
r There js Brace, 
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$ r. alle; again, there js a Diſc 25 
* ſaith He, that is ps og we muſt conditiona 

* defirePeace,' ſo tar as is la 105 ſo fur 
* as we may conveniently. -- From bexce, ſait 7 
1 Spring | Herefies and Socks, e Men Leh not to th 
6 ms and dave not there Recouſe tothe 22 (of the 
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or the Dunger of. 
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many Learned med and Able 
theic Pens in nies 
of famda Cauſe, 7, wy ay Woe Gy geen at 
my Mite, and: i am confident. I ſhall do more Service 
= thus 3 in Yorld 55 1 ngs of © 
ic ĩous ty Writer as Ver in 
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Religion, and pill never be wanting to the 
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utmeſt my" Power in oppofing al Tyrannial En- 


| eroachments A either Prince or Prieft. I willyine into Cæſur 


the thighs that at "gfe Ceſur's, but Conſcience He has nothing 


to do with; Twill referve'ts God that and all otber thi 


\F 
that ot 1%. 1 will give unto' the Clergy” all that 15010 


Clay? 1 will reſpect them for their Vol ſake, and 
| pay 10 the deference to them they can 'defire, while 
Ol challen Der it by their Exemplary Life, and Faithful 

Diſcharge heir Office; "#64 ald not for any unintelligible 
end impoſſible Powers gf Bleſſing, Dumnin NE, Saving, 
Oc. "Twill have a'gcent Regard to their Fr — e- 
ſpecially if E te they Merl any Jul gement of their own, 
and d bet phsdiy e Tvpto' what is alreaily determi- 

ned to their. Hands But T wit never Sacrifice my own 
F ivate Judgment to them, nor take their Determinations 
Tor Articles of Faith” 'The uimeſt 1 can allow is what 


Groting does in theſe words, Ecclefs Patres pracipere 
quedam poſſunt won per fe ſe neceſſar ia, ſed pro ratione tom- 


« porum locorumve utilia aut ud ys malt occaſiones, ant 

* ad pirtutim adminicula. Annot. in Jerem: Cap. 35. 

© The Fathers of the Church fray emoyn ſome things 
not as of themſely&s,” or abſoſutely neceſſary, but as 
4 © conyenient uſeful Va the preſent "Olictnſtances for 
* the avojding Tempt tztforis to Evil, and the enconra C 
ment pelt Virtue. But even theſe Inju 
ons 1 think. dught to he ſubinitted to the private Tudg- 
of the 14. to Judge for themſeves whether they 
9175 and may be ſcientiouſly complied with or 
Ting never * with, nor Calumniate wy 
"from me Opinion! 1 but I will a- 

ie yk oppoſe all Poctrines that think diſ- 

no Ito Human aſure and Human VUnderſtanding, 
and diſbonourable to the Divine" Nature and Reve- 
lation: All Dedtrines that teath Us to miftake the De- 
ciſions of Men, for the Laws of God: Sobjection to 
ſellow Chriſtians, for Obefſtence to (x riſt; Human dy- 
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ſingle Votary in the World. 


In thus doing, I know ſhill make you the moſt agree- 
able Return tor * Favours you bave plentifully be- 
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PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 
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The Deſign of thoſe who deprive Chriſtians of the 
* Right of Judging for themſelves in Matters of 
Religions: a * the Dae of this Diſcourſe. 


- [the commen Method of Men in Powery when 

difference with their Inferiors.to en- 

— hen n ri to oe and if 

that does not do, then b Awe them into 

their Opiniam and Mea e 

ways they gain or force Aſſent, they k off the Dif- 
pute as beneath Perſons of Superior diſtinction. 

In this manner have we been treated by the Church - 
of Rome, which condeſcended for ſome time to Argus 
with Us, not ſo ſucceſsfully as was ex : But now 
it ſeems beneath the Dignity of Mother Church to 
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„ei g cndh Argument for Arebortry, buch; dd ſo 


much the Favourite of ſome Men, appears to be of 
weight I can aſſigu dut two” Reaſons for it. The guſt 
3s, That tis an A nt! very capable of Rhetoncal 
Colvurs and Floutifhes, by which Ven of Parts and 
El can eaſily make the abſurdeſt Contradi&ions 
5 A probable Truths to the unthinking Multitu 
other and moſt conſidetable is, that thoſe: 
Aal ation or Intereſt-it! thaturts to examine into the 
Eſtabliſned Religion of their Country 


which: w_ — — and are in- 
l with hearing it aſſerted with great 
hey act the wiſeſt part, who do not give 
uble of a tedious painful Examina 


n — 1 uy er — is ſo far — 
deſervipg und Reptoach, às proceeding from 

Slorir and Negligence, or from a Servile and Abiecr 
| —_—_ Mind fibmiting to the Wod of the (Great, 

der the Opinion ofithe May; that it rather-delerves;the 
Lyjpheſt' Cmmendation, us - proceeding from true Pru- 
dente and Chriſtian Humility. When Men: are! very 
36nd” of: a Coneluſion, tis a hard matter to bring them 
o ſee any weakneſs or fallacy in the Arguments uſed to 

| > an yh nbd” obo t 4 » 1 
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are it.! In 2 ( . 2.6 115198 g 
©” [But to male it appear there is more Show than Truth 
in this Argument: 1 intend to prove in this Diſcourſe, 
That the Generality of Chriſtians are not ſo unca- 
Je pable of Judging for themſelves in Religion, as the 
Doctors of the Church af Nome, in their Rhetorical 
Strains would make us Believe: Who for that purpoſe 
very artfully magnify on one fide the exceeding Diſ- 

Frulty ef Judgim, and on the other the prodigious: Su- 
pidity) of the generality of Chriſtians. | That they in- 

dulge themſelves on each hend in Flights tom Hyper- 
bolical, I hope to make appear to any one, who with- 
: out 
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Toon it generally, falls out ite otherwiſe, 1 
. wn thine: and ti = 
leſs diſcerntment +and-laowiedge a Mam ws; the plic 
ready, He uſually is in paſſing the Sentence of — neſ 
nation. en hie Neighbours. There e Bw 


it the. Eſſence of Gollineſs.to-Damn all Diſſenters) and the 
would have but little a left if there were no Ri 
Hereticks and Shiſmatic on. whom- to vent that | 


| ; Zeal for Qud with whi they burn. It an t 
it. rathe? the Effect of à blind h) Zeal tar the W. 
ar give their Open under what 1 85 neither 
2 competently unde „J vill not diſpute 
. Ae uch is certain, that ſuch aß a derm 
to Salvation and ig more Dung 2 2 U 
ommon ns mould rather Judge of Doc- 
times chan af Mer Tho neither do we'require'd? them 
to Fudge of all Pods, that are controverted between 
” Divfticaof the ſame or different 2 Ida et 
den chat the. controverting and d 
of thoſe Poctrinal Points by Learnsd Mov Hab it s uſe. 
But this I ſay, tis neither neceſſary nor at all of 
for the generulity of Chriftians to do the ſume. 
I would to there were not a great many 
troverſies among the Learned, which tis Wel2/3- t 
determine even in their Schools: Nay, not only . 
, but often hurtful; vaßb, and not ſeldym im 7 
_ > SY. av 1 re- 2 4 
1 ned Pueſiions, and top addi 
| <LI Hole to ſuch Lee as miniſter Queſſions #4 
„ib God Bai, nay even” dots 1 
; 12 weftions and Striſes of op ods,” and profane, and vain 
| 3 Wr aud oppe ions — falſely #6: called: 
are fo wholly turned afide unto nas jangl 
8. Tim, 1.6. 4. "that they themſ*lves underſtand An ve 
e e e 2 
We are not therefore to wonder that = 
| made difficult a Science, as to be unintelligib * 
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ſhoul _ return into the World, woald. not under. 


ſtand dur 'inodens Chriſtinnity: in which they would 
ee e e ep. 
& Dark- 
neſs, in which the fruitful Imaginations of Men have 
butied ore ＋˖᷑·᷑7 is not ſure a juſt Reaſon, E 
4 _ teſt part of Chriſtians ſhould be deprived of all 
r of Judging in Matters of Faith, and ee 
ts unplictt Obedience and blind Aﬀent. Let Divines 
enjoy theſe darling Fancies, the Thiſtles and Briars in 
their Schools, which common Chrittiatis may W 
t of and deſpiſe. e 
But yen will ſay, the! theſe Contrbverſies might 
have been ſpared, yet ſince they are ſtarted, and have 
divided Chtiftians into Sects and Parties, t is no be- 
come neceſſury for every chmmon Chriſtian to com 
to ſome Reſolution concerning them; at leaſt ſo fat as 
to know to which ſide to join hiniſelf amo og ſo many, 
1 pretendir to be in the tight. * 
5 
Artic nece to Saly or not. A 
— le 5 fag 8 dient x Fruth 
om Falſhood, as to ee Which Church He ought. 
© wo wit. Of which more hereafter: If they -are 
Then every one urho is concerned to ſecure his own 
Balydtion; is indeed obliged to enquire, as far as He is : 
able," what is moſt likely to be true in every por OE 
moment in Religion, and to join himſelf to hoſe a- 
mog whom He may moſt freely proſeſs what #ppeers 
to Him to be true. But if in any of theſe points, thro” 
Human Frailty, He falls into an Error, and 83 with 
thoſe who pro els the ſame; that Exror is 155 Ln 24 og 
nor hinders" Him who profeſſes it, from ming 
rightly all that is neceſſary to Salvation i in Commun. 
on with a Church infefted with the fame; |. Nor nee 
| He fear or be concerned at the Cenſures of the epo 
Party, who damn Him for it to everlaſting 2 
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torments without hope of Pardon. For 'tis 1 Cor. Jo. 1 
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Nor is it always neceſſary to come to1 Reſolution 
1 the r nts in which C are di: 
Sect You muſt and which 


— 55 is very thing! I Jon camot come to 
— * is — . a" fufficient Dis 


con 0 Ken. what to do in ſuch a Caſe. Becauſe 


this may ſeem a Paradox, I will here apply a Rule 


laid down by all Caſh, tho pot as J a of #pply's 


by any to this Caſe. 


For me to Believe or Loo a thi , tis neceſſary : 
ſhould know that what I Beljeve is Tue, and what I 
Do is Good and Lawful. But for me nat to Beliepe, or 
not to Do any thi tis not neceſſary I ſhould know 
that what 1 do wot liepe 1s Falſe, hl do not Da 
e Vr olayful: Tis enough if I do not know whe: 

it is True 207 2 or Bad. 5 
Anza atever is not aitb, that is, aty 
+ Peep is done,” while our Conſcience i 18 00 
f doubt or undetermined concerning the Goodneſs 
f the Action, i Sin: which is a Ra 
aſon, that it was not unknown to the Hear 


thenps, One of whoſe precepts it was, 8g 
$id. 1, De offt. Cicero tells us, xot to do any thing of 


* you doubt whether it be Right or Wrong. 


| To apply this Golden Rule, For me to Believe Trans | 


ſubſtantiation, and Adore the Hoff, and Anathemetize 

thoſe who do not, tis neceſſary for me to know that 
the Poctrine of Tranſubſtantiation i is Trae, and that to 
Adore the Hoſt and Anathematize all who do not, are 
ARQtions Good and Lawful. But for me not to Believe 
pod pro profeſs Trayſnbfaxtiation, and not to Adore the Hoſt 
condemn thoſe who will not, tis not neceſſary I 


| be know the one to be Falſe. the other Bad and Vo; | 


For me to forbear Belieping the one or Doing 


the other, tis ſufficient that I do whether 
they ak pe or falſe, good pr * Fr "mm 
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mitted to ſuſpend my Judgment, where I cannot ju 


icd Perſon j 


of Name refuſes to a 
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- Mow, if any Church exd&ts of all its Members to B. 
ſieve, Profeſi and Do thele things, and. Anathematizes 
all that do not; while 1 am thug ignorant, I cannot 
hold Communjon with that Church I cannot commu 
nicate where the Behef ef Tranſubflantiation is made ne- 
ceflary, while begs nc whether it is true or falſe; 
nor where 'Adoring the Hoſt and Damm | 

is made neceſſary, while I am uncertain hether the one 
be not Tdolatry, the other an Unwarrantable Cenſi re. Tam 
therefore obliged to forſake the Communion” of the 
Church on this'very account alone, that'T am 3 


nor forbear Believing or Prefeſſing what for ought I know | 
may be "falſe, or Doirg what is perhaps a Crime or Im- 
piery, at leaſt I do not know that it is not. 
I chis be true, as moſt true it is: let every ju- 
udge whether the Cauſe of the C 
of Rome is ſerved by thus ting the ali 
of Chriſtians as incapable of Judging for themſelves i 
the Points 2 betwee * n 4 Us. "ons 
entation 18 to bring them over. 
— — to that of Authority: but ĩt ĩs not coriſt- 
dlered, that there is a third way, they are obliged to take: 
They may ſuſpend their Aſßent in Articles, of which they 
cannot be ſatisfied whether they are true or falſe; and 
"their Adiom in Points, of which They cannot be ſutis- 
ned whether they are good or bad. And if the Church 
them in this, they may, -nay 
amt forſeke it's Communion, and join with ſome other 
Church which does not oblige them to Sin, that is, to de 
-any thing withont Faith or 2 Conſcientious ſionof 
the Lawfulneſs of doing it: 1 when ĩt is owned 
by themſelves, that what the Church requires to be Be- 


hu 
lier d, it it be an Error, is the moſt heinous of all Errors; 


and what it enjoyns to be done, if it is Idolatry, is the 
moſt abominable of all Idolatry. This, this way is 


much the ſafeſt for thoſe who are uncapable of Judging 
in Controverſial Points. much ſafer than the —. of An- 
tbority : Concerning which, whether it be à dangerous 

way 


/, a4 


ay er no, t If ariy thing be 
for: the Genemlity of Chriſtians to determine. 

e ery can be more dangerous than 
for Men to ſufpend their Judgments in Points of ſo great 


Moment as thoſecontroverted between Us Lack, How can 


it be proved that this is dangeious to them, who, are un· 
capable of forming a Judgment concerning thoſe Points? 
How may a common Chriſtian be convino d, not that 
che Church of Rome or any other, but that GOD re- 
quires of him, and that under the Penalty of Damna - 
tion, to Judge of things, of which He had not made 
Him- capable of Judging, that is to improve a Talent 
He neder gave him? May not ſuch a Man much more 
= reaſonably believe that God expects the 


Col. H. 18. contrary. of Him, that He-ſhorld not in- 


in 71 - trade into thoſe things which He bath not 
en, nor can ſet; nor preſume to Judge of things above 
ts Capacity; but that He ſhould'uſe the means, fitted 
for all Mankind in general to preſerve them from Mi- 


Kakes, of ſuſpending. his Judgment in things He does 


not underſtand ; that in the Worſhip of God; and 
Matters relating to Salvation, He ' ſhould do nothing 
raſhly, or without Faith; that He ſhould believe no- 
thing, which may be a damnable Error, do nothing, 


know: 1. en 4 12 | 
:{-True, youll fay, if He could not am way know, or be 
ſatisfied in theſe things: But this He may be, if not by 


#boraty.' 0) ; "TP 2 
But this is what they call in the Schools Diſputing in 


; 


a Circle. For tis the very Queftion in Debate, whether 


this way of Autbority be ſafe or no. The Papiſts prove 
it is ſafe, becauſe tis neceſſary to the determining con- 
troverted Points to the Vulger. But it ſhould fiſt be 


proved that the” Vulgar are oblig'd to come to any de- 


terminate Reſolution at all in Points, which by their 
own Faculties they cannot determine. Should any orie 
thus argue; * A Man has not Wings of his own to fly 


with 


ſo) next to ĩmpoſſible 


Ich may be a Mortal Sir, for ought He knows, or can 


the way of Examination; yet at leaſt by the way of Au- 
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ich therefore Le muſt fly with another Creature 
Wings, the Anſwer could be eaſy,” That the Mam 
* need not fly at all. So in this caſe l anſwer in like 
manner A Man need not determine * ſuch 25 
das God has not i ven him a Capacity of ng. de 
Goc ddes not require it of Him. If Men do, they "6& 
the Tyrant. And ſuch Tyranny albhe will juftify the 
7 1. g a Church, with whateves Titles or Terms Up 
ifyed or diſtingu mn 5 269 * 
is ſo far thojefojefhoth being a aſd contluſibn; 1 
becauſe the Generality of Chriſtians are uncapable-of 
Judging for- hemſtives in controverted Points, 'there- 
tore they muſt ſubmit their Judgment to the Church of 
Nome; that the contrary evidently follows. Eſpecially 
when tis the greateſt of all Controverſies, whether the 
Church of Rome is Infallible ; a Controverſy that in- 
clades all others, and if I may ſo ſay, the Controverſy 
of Controverſies.” This Lofeltiblicy none believe to be 
in the Church of Roms; but it ſelf. | All che World elſe 
genies it. This great Controverſy therefore between the 
Church of Rome and all the World beſides, every coth- 
mon Chriſtian muſt neceſſarily be obliged by his on 
Faculties to judge of and decide, before He can ſafely 
ſubmit his Judgment to the Church of Rome,” 

I 0o require this of the Generality of Chriſtians, 18 5aſt 
as reaſonable as to require a Blind. man to go to Rome, 
there to find a Guide who can'certainly dire& him'the 
true Road. But if the Blind Man can find his way to 
Rome; He has no occaſion for fuch a Guide às He des 
ta find. So if common Chriſtians can decide this ſo 
conſiderable Controverſy, they are not ſo blind as is 
pretended, nor have ſuch need of a Guide to ſubmit 
their. Judgments to in all other Controverſies. 1 

But if they are no more capable of Judging for them- 
ſelves in this than in other; how can they with a ſafe 
Conſcience profeſs to ; beheve the Infallibi ity £3 125 4 
Church. of Rome ? Hcw withcut: * he be et 
their Salvation can * give a blind Aſſent, and 150 1 
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liene N or bey continve in that 
e Members.) 1 
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n e 4 of the Church of Rome is ſo evident; 
that the moſt ffupid, and to all other Objects ſhort- fight- 
ed: 1 ht but ſee and feel at; dad therefor may 
| a, and obey, It in all 122 _— TT 
what is itthat the fill Vulgar can fee and iel ſo 
evidently in the Church of Rane? Do they immedi- 
ntely. and intuitively. ſee it's Infallibility ? No one in 
e to ſay it. Or do they: iy "_ ee 
the neceſſary Conſequence But ts that? For we, 
in this blinder than the blind Multitude, can diſcern no- 
ane Chnech gle eee inſers it's Infallibi- 


Ve own the Multitude may ſeę and feel many things 
init, which they ſe po — elſe. But from what the 

and feel, can 44 J'S good and neceflary be 
emonſtrated that the Church of Rome f. has received from 
God, and that for ever, the Priviledge of Infallibility 
they can ſee or feel any ſuch thing, they are quic 
of Habt and feeling indeed, and deferve not to be condem- 
ned to blind Aſſent in all other Points. They may 
fee. and. feel as well in the reſt, unleſs they are like 


Owls, only in the dark, * are blind 1 in full Ply 
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bs what Points the Generali o Chriſtians orb 
| bliged to Jace aright. 


LL Chriſtians ate obliged to form 4 right Jig. 
ment in. Articles ary to Salvation, that is, 


aden knowing which thoſe Acts of Falth and other 


Duties 
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© Private Judgment. „ 
Duties which are required by God, as neceſſary to Sal- 
vation cannot be perform e. 
Theſe are not many, nor bard to be diſcouered in Scrip- 
tire.” For God has choſen rather to provide for the Sal- 
vationof the Vulgar, by making the Chriftian Religi- 
on plain and eaſy and level to their Underſtandings, 
than by requiring any thing of them above their Under- 
ſtandings, only that He might afterwards provide a Re- 
medy tor their want of Underſtanding, by ſetting up 
an Infallible Chair in the Church, to which all might 
ſafely ſubmit. Theſe neceſſary Doctrines, I ſay, are 
not nam For the Excellence of Faith does not conſiſt 
in the muber of Articles believed, or the Extent of 
Knowledge; but in the feddineſs and effeFual working of 
It. Which is plain from the examples of all thoſe whoſe 
Faith we find ſo much commended by Chrift and the 
Apoſtles. When Philip was to a; GY the Ethiopian, 
He did not enquire how extenſive his Knowledge was, 
or how mer ons the Articles of his Faith, but whether 
He belieyed « few (for many He could not 
be inftruRed in in ſo ſhort a time) with all . viii, 37. 
bis Heart: and contented with a very com- | 
pendious Confeſſion, admitted him to Baptiſm : which 
was agreeable doubtleſs to the practiſe | 
of the Apoſtles : tor how could ſo few Act. ii. 41. 
Preachers have made ſo many Converts ſo bo 
ſoon, in one day three thouſand, if none without a very 


extenſive Knowledge could have been a Chriſtian ? 


In the next Ages the Simplicity of the Chriſtian Faith 
is very evident” to all who have read the Writings of 
thoſe Times; and the primitive Creeds ſufficiently com 
firm it. Not to believe abundance of Articles, but a few 
firmly, and with an unſhaken Faith, to Live up to them, 
and Dye for them, was what at that time made a Chri- 
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And to what purpoſe ſhould God require of any one 


to believe more than He can underſtand? and to aſſennt 


to Doctrines which when they are propoſed to him, He 
bears Words, (as Gregory de * fays,) but bas no => 


ſuch that Door eſteems the #ords, Tranſubſiantiati 
Gere e Far, 2 
eratum, &c. n g 1 | 4 9. Wo 
I«s it ſo pleaſing to God, to believe what one does 
not know the meaning of? Will ſuch} Faith be fruit- 
ful in Works, work by Charity, purify the Heart, and 
conquer the World, fandiify a Man in Life, and üppst 
and comfort Him in Deat nn 
Will it be faid that it is neceſſary to helieve all that 
the Church believes, tho not explicitly, in which ſenſe, 
the Belief; of but few Articles is neceſſary ?: If Implicit 
Faith will do: tis well. We too have Faith; We thus 
believe all that Adam believed in Paradiſe, all that the 
Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts believed; 
all that the Primitive Church believed; Nay, We 
believe all that the Bleſſed Virgin, that the Angels 
and Saints in Heaven believe, Whatever theſe did, or 
do believe, we are firmly perſwaded is true. Hut will 
this Faith be of any uſe to Us, while we know not 
what they did or do believe? If ſuch. Faith is uſeleſ 
as it certainly is, what good will it do you to by jeve al 
that the Church of Rome believes, while you: know not 
what that is? The one will promote our Sanctification, 
and afford us comfort no more than the other. The one 
will be a Motive to us to glorify God, Loye our Neigh- 
bours, Practiſe Temperance, Juſtice, Piety and Bene: 
volence no more than the other. The one therefore 
will help forward our Salvation no more than the other. 
Faith is dead, while it is implicit; and we believe then 
only with ſaving Faith, when we believe explicitly. And 
ſince the Points which the Generality of Chriſtians can, 
or are obliged (even by our Adverſaries Confeſſion) thas 
to believe, are few ; they are as few in which they are 
obliged to Fudge. 3s er mods Wi bon 
But they are not only few and level to the Undex- 
Randings of all, at leaft as far as all are oblig d to knoõ ) 
any thing of them; but they are alſo plainly revealed in 
Seripture, For this Principle of ours is very * 
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both to ches Ward of God, and to Rigbt 
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Neaſbun ; that God d that the Ser the Fady- 
Scriptures, à Bok in which all are can- 7. . . 8 
cern d, ſhould be read by all, not only by nn. 
the Clergy but alſo by the Laity, as the, 

ars call d and that what He requires to be believed, 
not only by the Clergy but che Laity, He revenl'd in 
them ſd as to be intelligible by the one, as well as the 
other. Tis a Principle of which the antient Doctors of 
the Church never made any doubt. The Saying of Auſfin 
is well known, In thoſe things which are clearly laid 
* down'in Scripture is contained whatever is neceſſary 
© in Faith or Praftiſe?, But this Principle they muſt diſ- 
prove, ho would force Chriftians to ſubmit to Authority 
under pretence that they cannot of themſelves diſcover 
in Scripture all that is neceſſary to Salvation. 

And how will they diſprove it? By a Text of Scrip- 
ture teaching that many things are to be believed, 
which are not there ſo clearly reyeal'd, as to be eaſily 
taken notice of? No Man ever heard of ſuch a Text, 


Or will — appeal to Experience, and produce an Ar- 
cat 4 


ticle nece to be believed by all, ich yet is not 
clearly contained in Scripture ? Here they will tick. 
For after'they have given themſelves a great deal of 
trouble to prove the Article they produce not to be clear- 
ly reveal'd in the Scripture ; if this be gratited to them; 
then how will they prove 'tis neceflary to- Salvation to 
know it? which will certainly be denied for this very rea- 
ſon, becauſe it is not ſo reveal d, and that Saying of 
Chryſoftom will be ſounded in their Ears over and o- 
ver, na «rayxaie aa, Whatever is neceſſary 1splain- 
17 contained in Scripture. 45 
Will they preſs ns with an Argument ad Homiuem, 
and produce an Article believed both by Us and Them to 
be Fundamental, which yet is not ſo plainly contain'd in 
Scripture as to be diſcoverable there by an ordinary 
Capacity ? This way too will fail. The Principle by 
which we judge what Articles are neceſſary, we ſhall al: 
ways depend upon more certainly, than on the Judg- 
G | ment 
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knows, and puts in practiſe what He 
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ment we make by it : and ſo ſhall be ſooner brought to 
own we believ d an Article to be Fundamental without 


Juſt ground than to reject the Rule by which we Judge 


what Articles are ſo. _ a bees atone? | 
Let the Papiſts then ceaſeito' us with Authority, 
till they have firſt proved that obliges the greateſt 


— 


part of Chriſtians to believe what they can no where 


diſcover in his Word: Let them prove that God 1s 
not ſatisfied with ſuch Knowledge as every pious and 
attentive Reader or Hearer of the Scripture, taking in 


all requiſite Aſſiſtances, can thence learn; that He is 


not ſatisfied with this, tho a Man lives up to what He 
learns in his 
Word, by glorifying him in all his Thoughts, and 


Words and Actions. And if they can prove this, it 


ſhall be granted them, either that God deſigned only 
to ſave the Learned; or that the Vulgar have no other 
wy but to ſubmit to thoſe they think beſt skilled in 
Religion, juſt as when they are Sick, they ſubmit to 
the Authority of their Phyſician. Dangerous Submiſ- 
ſion! "Tis not Health, or a ſhort troubleſome Life that 
is at ſtake, but Eternal Salvation! How much de- 
pends on the right choice of a Guide, when Everlaſting 
Happineſs can be hoped for only on having the now. 
Fortune to chuſe right, and everlaſting Miſery cei- 
tainly follows the Chance of chuſing wrong! 

Can we believe that God has placed the Generality 
of Chriſtians, whoſe Blindneſs theſe Doctors ſo ex- 


' trava N magnify, in ſuch a diſmal ſtreight, and 


expoſed them to the hazard of chuſing à Guide, 


not leſs blind than they themſelves are, to be led b 
till both fall into the Ditch? Is it not more likely 


that a God, whoſe Goodneſs is Infinite, and his Mercy 


over all his Works, ſhould be ſatisfied with ſuch at- 


tainments of Knowledge, as a well-diſpoſed Man by 
devout and attentive reading and hearing the Word He 
has given to all, is capable of attaining ; and exact no- 
thing further of Him, but that his Life be anſwerable 
to Bis Knowledge? 
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Cannot He who enli h every Man that cometh 
into the World, give tuch a ſhare of Underſtanding to 
his Creatures, for whom He gave his Son to die, and 
whom He will bleſs with everlaſting Happineſs,” as to 
be able to ſee in his word what tis necefary to their Sal- 
vation for them to ſee? Cannot He who made Man's 
Mouth, ſo ſpeak himſelf in a Book deſigned for the 
Inſtruction of the Learned and the Unlearned, at leaft 
in points the Knowledge of which is required under ſo 
ſevere a penalty, as to be underſtood by the Unlearn- 
ed as well as the Learned? Cannot God fo ſpeak, as 
well as Popes and Councils in their Decrees, and Pri- 
vate Paſtors in their Diſcourſes to their Flocks? To un- 
derſtand theſe it cannot be pretended an Infallible In- 
ter is neceſſary; unleſs ſuch Interpreters are to be 
| multiplied ad iñnitum. | 1 | 2928152 
| _ Notwithſtanding all this; Experience, you will ſay, 
teaches us that there are many things in Scripture hard 
to be underſtood even by the Learned. Tis true; but 
there are many others too, than which nothing can be 
plainer; which Auſtin ſays; need only to be beard; and not 
to be expounded. Many more things may be fo ex- 
pounded, that every Perſon of the meaneſt Capacity 
may be ſure the Expoſition is juſt, without an Infalli- 
ble Interpreter; as well as they may; that the Senſe of 
the Decrees of Popes and Councils 1s truly explained 
to them by their Paſtors. Let it now be proved that 
in theſe plain things all that tis neceſſary to Salvation 
to know is not included. Let it be proved, not that 
weak fallible Men, fired with Party-Zeal, and as ſond 
Adorers of their own Opinions, as raſh and haſty Cen- 
ſurers of other Men's, are not ſatisfied, but that GOD 
is not ſatisfied with the Knowledge of theſe plain things; 
but ſhuts Heaven Gates againſt, and reſolves to damn 
for ever Perſons of mean Capacities, however good and 
pious, for want of believing more. 5 | 
Nay our Adverſaries of the Church of Rome them- 
ſelves agree to this Principle of burs, and when the 
think it for their purpoſe, make uſe of it again 
Us, When, for inſtance, they would prove that theſe 
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Words; This in n Body, * are th be taken in a 
Senſe, they Ns es — eternally, 
That the Wond of a Sacrament, Tafament, Compal, 
Cwenant or mend, the Words in which a Doctrine 
Article of: Faith-18 delivered, ought to be plain and 
clear. Then: they are wonderfully pleaſed with the 
Wordsof Auſiin, — by Bellarmine, + © There is oo 
n the Scripture relating to Faith or Practiſe expreſl 
any . which is not elſewhere expreſſed 
J moſt plai Then, Metaphors and Figures — 
„ ſayathey, kerve only. to make a Diſcourſe obſcure, 
dar n where allowable but in Prophecies, Encomi- 
ums and Pathetick Exhortations; in delivering Dro» 
< trines which are preciſely to be "the Rule of Faith 
and Manners they have no place.“ If now whatever 
relates to Belief and Pradtiſe whatever is to be om 
ciſely the . Faith _ Manners is — 
Scripture in 3 * e plame poi: 
Then they egregiouſſy im pon the World; who 
require things to be preciſe y believed and done, which 
are no where ſo contained in that Book: They im- 
py grolly on the generality of Chriſtians, who con · 
n them to blind Aſſent on this pretence, that they 
ought preciſely to believe what they can neither ſee by 
| are nor by the help of ni in it. 
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CHAP. IV. 


man ſort of Judgment it is the Generali 
Chriſtians have a Right to. 72 Y 


1 bas been made a that the Articles of which | 

all Chriſtians are obliged to Judge, are neither many, 

nor ſo obſcurely revealed in the Word of God, as not to be 

diſcoverable by an illiterate Man: And therefore that 

50 ulty of Men's Fudging for themſelves is too Hy- 
bolically e by the Popiſh Writers, — his 
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be Rill more plain from ering what ſort 
alex ns which we afficm a i Chimes in grunt * 
2 Right to. 4 
It is ſuch a Judgment, e tend Oh 
gation | beyand the Conſcience of bim that 
to which all it's Authority is cnnfined. We kicks 
the name of Judgment of Diſcretion. They _ 
161 

ting t nt of a Peaſant above ent 
en peer Nu ir does not become grave Pivines 
(to uſe the words of Melchior Cans)! © to 
„ trifle on the ambiguity of Words, for R 
* by the Word Judgment we do not mean 
y the Sohtonce a Perſon who 7s a Superior in the matter 
* which He Gre [or to 1 4 of whoſe Opinion: 
bi ] but we mean on diſcerning what it \trus 
y * from 2 1 ts falſe, what i is of Human lar what i is | of 


1 Wan a A Peaſant A Right to ligen Cal 
to ſubmit 15 his Judgment, as Con aſſume to 
themſelves a Right to oblige Him ta ſubmit — 
A Peaſant udges for himſelf „and if He miſtakes, He 
miſtakes for bamſelf, and at his own peril. Juſt as in 
the Church of Rome, every Pealant'Fudges for bimſelf 
when He determines the Church to be Infallible : Fot 
in this one point at leaſt He muſt make:uſe of His on 

gment before He ſubmits it to that of others. Now 
whether a Peafant Judges of the Infallibality or: the 
Dudrmes of 3 Church, tis His judgment, n 
lige none but Himſelf who makes it 

Vith me and others the Judgment of A Great Divi 
will have more weight than that of a: Peaſant; the 
Judgment of a Synod than that of one Divine, if 
there be no other difference. But with any one; why 
Zuber whoever he is, his own Judgment muſt have 

greateſt weight. Even when any one . fallows 
on Judginent of others, that has juſt ſo mch weight, 
as his o private Judgment attributes ta it: Nor can 
y bee to the Judgment of others, till * 
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and prudent ſo to do. IE Fo 
Here then is the difference between the common 
le of our : Communion,” and thoſe of the Church 

of Rome. Each of them Judge for themſelves; and 
follow their on Judgment. "Thoſe of the Church of 
Rome judge it better to ſubmit to the Authority of 


their Doors, than examine their Doctrines. Thoſe of 


our Communion judge that no Human Authority is fuf- 
ficient to work in us that Faith and Confident Aſſu- 


5 rance that God requires of Us. In the Church of Rome 


the common People Judge their Teachers cannot Err. 
In our Church they 7 


fallible; and for this reaſon they Judge it very dan- 
in Matters relating to Salvation or Damnation 


to depend on their Authority. 


But, it may be ſaid, in this very Point your People 
judge amiſs, That they Judge it leſs dangerous to truft 
to their own private Judgment, than that of their 
Teachers; nay of a Council. They Judge arrogantly 
in thinking themſelves wiſer than a whole Council. 


T The Controverſy then is reduced to this ſingle point, 
. Whether our People Judge amiſs and arrogantly or 


8 hu 
And we deny it to be Arrogance in an IIliterate 
Man to believe He thinks more rightly in one-or*two 
points, than many Learned Men. It would indeed be 
Arrogance, if He ſhould thence infer that be is wiſer 
than all thoſe Learned Men. And this 1s always the 
falſe Reaſoning of thoſe who cannot bear any ſhould 
diſſent from them: For this they think none can do 


without pretending 'to be more Wiſe and Judicious 


than they are. Were this true, then Chriſtians could 
-- |  -. Not refuſe their Aſſent to an Angel, who' ſhould 
Cal. 1, ' preach another Goſpel, without pretending to 
wk more Wiſdom than the Angels. The Jews, 
that curſed Multitude that knew not the Law (as their 
Teachers deſcribed them) would have been to blame to 


_ 
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them to be Fallible as 
well as other Men, at leaſt dare not pronounce them In- 


judge 
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uft any inferior Chriſtian have diſſen 

le World, ben i t groayet' and woys 
ern to ef If turned Arian. It would at this rate 
N een P Pen 1 hce,” Nay, if this be al 
ie fb i be Arrog 15 ce'inapy one'to follow his 


0 vate Judgment in dale ing the Church pf Rome to 


be Fafa ible 455 op abe 0 6 the contrary Judginent of 
vs nes 122 "of the World. 
wn Jud Bil Ge thin other a e 


ny. * Rea on, (hte r trüuſt my own” 
more than other Men's, which fare, no will 
Arrogance. I can be conſcious to my Tf, that I an 1 
fincere Lover of Truth, and have, as much as 1 could, 
laid afide all Prejudice, pra d 1 for God's 
Aſſiſtance, and examined with Care and imputtlality, 


I cay be conltioys to my ſelf, that my 'own Opinion 
appears as clear and evident as {fi 1 oy gy Ning 
to do; fo that without acki 


cannot doubt of it, nor ba eder to cok oth&wile, 
Of 750 pas 1 can be certain in my on Caſe; hut not 
e things can I be certain of in another Ferſon. 
re mould it be called 1 18 "me to truft 
17 * lag ent more im. other Perſbns? ''*\ 'Every 
© one, fays Lalamiu, eſpecially In things which Ora 
„to the general conduct of bis Life a Actions muſt 
„ truſt tc. änd depend on his awn Sentiments and 


67 1 

hy do. I make many words? God bimſelf 
commands us to rely more on our own Judgments, than 
other Men's, when He commands us to examine our 
ſelves into the Truth of what is taught by other Men, 
and commends thoſe who do ſo. See 1 Theff. v. 21. 


1 Fobn iv. 1, 2. 1 Cr. x. 15. Matt. vii. 15, 16. 


Ad. xvii. 11. And is it not Impiety to call that Arro- 
gance, which ie done in Obedience to God? God is 
not ſatisfied with ſuch Faith as is founded only on 
the Authority of other Men [which is Believing in 
Men and not in Him, ] but 2 His Will, that thoſe 
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who are His, ſhould- themſelves know what they be- 
lieve, whom they believe, and why they believe. 

To believe Þlz#ldy, is neither for the Honour of God, 
nor of the Church. Not of God, becauſe it implies his 
Revelation to be ſuch that Men of all 1 can: 
not of themſelves perceive it to be true aud from Him, 
Not of tbe Church, For what can we think of a Body, 
of Men, the greateft part of whom take their Religion 
upon truft, try nothing, el. „nor ever, 
make any uſe of their own ] Jolgnent 
of ſuch a. Free have but its wel 


it may be truly ſaid that the Papiſts by forbi 2525 Z. 


ation, and making Authority . in . entirely de · 


8 the Authority of their own Church with all 0 
of Seaiſe, © I repreſent them to my ſelf under the Iden 


xr « Multitude of Travelley, gong a» they ink wo 


22 of whom perhaps not one knous the way, 
every one t links it cannot be unknown to all th 
reſt that Travel the fame Road. 


How much better is the way wetake, t to permit every 82 
t to judge 


Man, even the meaneft Peaſant to Judge : 
for bimſelf,. remembring at the ſame time that his 


vate t is of no Authority, but to. 5271 77 


This will make him the better bear not onl 


others Diſſenting from Him, but with his Mr 


Judgment being lightly eſteemed and deſpiſed on 


the moſt becoming Modefty in ſuch Men; and for any- 
one to require greater, is to betray his own Pride, and 
* juſtly liable 1 | 


— 


- account of his want of Skill and Learning. This is 
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the Qualiſicationt requiſue for fuch a Jude- 
key v7 be able to form ſuch a Judgment (not of Au- 

1 thority but Diſcretion) no other qualifications are 
neceſſary, but to underſtand the ines propoſed to 

be believed, and the Gromidt of Believing them. 
As to the Firft, We muſt pot only know the Fords, 
but the meaning of the Words, in which thoſe Dofrines 
are contained. | 

- Elſe believing them can be no more acceptable to 
-God, than praying in an unknown Tongue. That al 
Men are qualified to underſtand the-meaning of the 
Doctrines to be believed by them is plain; becauſe o- 
therwiſe tis impoſſible for them to believe them. For 
to believe, and not know what you believe, or to be- 
lieve a Propoſition, the meaning of which you do not 
VUnderſtand, is a Contradiction. 

As to the other Qualification of underſtanding the 
Grounds of Belief: Since the only Ground of Faith is a 
Doctrine 's being delivered in Scripture, tis plain from 
hat has been faid above, that all Chriſtians are capable 
ot this alſo: For nothing can be neceſſary for any one 

to belieye, which He cannot perceive is revealed in 

Scripture; and for this parpoſe no-greater ſtrength of 

Reaſon is neceſſary, than for diſcovering the Infallj- 

bility of the Church of Rome. 
| Beſides theſe two Qualifications, no otber is requiſite 

for Chriſtians to Judge for themſelves, in the Senſe in 
' which we defend'their Right. OY 

It is not neceſſary they ſhould be able to give a diffs _ 
tinct account of the Reaſons of their Belief; for in: 

ſtance, why this or that N of a paſſage of Scripture 

2 ſeemg 
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' Rom viii. 32. 


io be eſtimated Arc 
in common (Chriſtians. , Such an exact and diſtinct 


ſeems to them to be the true one, or the Scripture it ſelf 
the Word of God. For tho all Chriſtians ought to en- 
dlaeavour to be able to anſwer every one that 
1 Pet. iii. 13. asketh them a Reaſon of the Hope that is in 

them, with Meekneſs and Fear; yet it is 
Not neceſſary every one ſhould be able to give an exact 
Philoſophical account of the Reaſons. of his Believing. 
He Judges for himſelf and not for others, and there- 
fore tis his uſineſs to inform and ſatisfy his own Con- 
ſcience. and not another's. Tis enough if He be him- 
{elf fully convinced, and can ſincerely ſay with the 
Apeſtle, that He is bimſelf perſwaded and 
knows l om He bas believed. Nor can it 


2 Tim. i. 12. 


Gr oundleſs, becauſe He cannot exactly give an account 
of it. For a Man may fee plainly himſelf the force 


of a good Argument, antl yet not be able to explain it 


to another ,, either for want of proper words; or be- 


cauſe the Res ſons are more eaſily perceived than ex- 
preſſed in words; or becauſe He ſees ſufficient Reaſon 
to more him to aſſent, but yet not diſtinctly, or.clear- 


ly enough to be able to ſay. what it is that chiefly does 
d move him. And ſince it is the ſteddineſs and ef- 
Fectual 2 of Faith, by which it's Excellency is 
: *tis this that God has chief regard to 


nowledge as they are not capable of, He does not re- 


quire. For which rea ſon the powerful motives of Be- 
155 Ne in Scripture, are not / propoſed with 
70 


vilcſopbical exactneſs, but in a popular way, and ſuch 
às is meſt adapted to work upon the common Frople; 
frem which very thing it appears it was wrote chiefly 


for therr Uſe. 


Nor 18 it requiſite. that the Generality of Chriſtians 
ſhould be able to.convince others of the Truth of Chriſ- 
tianity. This is the Office of their Miniſters, who 
Pugh to be Janni, Apt 10 teach: To;which tis 
net ſſaty that they ſhould, not only propoſe what is ta 
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be concluded that any one's Faith is 


ke believed clearly, but alſo o w inforge-the Motive, 
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for their Authority 
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Fxlief, that their Hearers cannot but ſee their Force. 
hus. thould Teachers do, who would be believed not 
but their Arguments, But that the 


Generality of Chriſtians ſhould be able to do the like, 
is not neceſſary. Tis enough for them, ſince they 
Judge. for themſelves and not for that they be 
qualified to underſtand the Truth: To be able to teach 
it too is not neceſſary. Nay, among Learned Men, 
how few are there qualified for both, for clearly ap- 
E the Truth and Force of an Argument, and 
etting what they thus apprehend in ſuch a convinci 
manner before others, that they ſhall not be able to 
diſſent from it. Were any one Man always poſleſſed 
of both theſe qualities; thus Judicious and thusEloquent, 
Great would be the Power of Truth and it would 
prevail. e ig 
Much leſs is it requiſite that the Unlearn'd ſhould 
be able to anſwer all Sophiſms and ObyzeQtions, - If 
Illiterate Man is conſcious to himſelf that ſach 
jections carry not ſo much conviction, nor affect Him 
as ſolid Arguments do; tho' He cannot lay open the So- 
phiſm; of them, yet He does right not to ſuffer himſelf 
to be ſhaken in his Faith, or Opinion. To all ſuch 
ſubtle Argumentations artfully coloured over, tis e- 
nough for him to anſwer, that they no more affect his 
Mind, than the known Sophiſm to prove there was no 
ſuch thing as Motion, did Diogenes, Perhaps this An- 
ſwer will not fatisfy others; nor is that neceſſary for 
one. who Judges for himſelf, and not for others. He is 
obligedito ſatisfy God and his oα¼ Conſcience, and no 
one elſe. To them. and not to other Men, He muſt give 
an account of his Judgment. 1 
In the Church of Roms, can the Generality anſwer all 
the Arguments brought on our Side againſt ſubmitting 
to Authority, and the Infallibility of that Church? If 
they can, they are Learned indeed, and deſerve better 
than to be repreſented by their Teachers as ſuch ſtupid 
and injudiciaus Animals. If they cannot, then it. muſt 
be cwned, that to Judge of a Doctrine, tis not neceſſa 
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2 Den © 
4. to de able to Anſwer all ObjeRtions. Philoſopher 
ſelves direct Us to adhere toTruthonce evidently ap 
prehended, tho we cannot remove all the Difficulties ke 
be ftmel ap againſt it, with which an ordinary Perfon 
much the leſs affected, the leſs ambitious He is 
of Ne glory of untying every Knot the wit of Man 
*can tye ; And will never be in danger of the Fate of 
* Diodorus Croma, wha. died for grief that He could not 
.anſwera Sophiſm. Tis a ſufficient excuſe in an Unlearn- 
ed Manfor not attempting or being able to do this, that 

wes i Unlearned. 
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Of the Means, by which theſe Qualifications are 
armed and improved. 


IN affirm that Common Chriſtians a are coeds of 
Judging of the neceſſary Articles of Faith, I would 
not be underſtood to mean that they are born qualified, 
and have no need of taking pains, or uſing proper 
- Means to acquire and improve the Qualifications re- 
quifite for that End. This certainly is neceſſary : but 
Gen theſe Means are as compatible to the Unlearned as 
the Learned, to the Laity as the Clergy. They are theſe 
Three 1. Reading the Word 8 2. Inſtruction. 
3, Prayin ad God's Aſſiſting N 
1. Reading the Scripture, ery alone muſt bets i us 
the Word 8 God, till the Papiſts can ſhew us that 
ſomething elſe has been as unqueſtionably tranſmitted 
from the Prophets, or Chriſt and his Apoſtles to Us. 
Hearing it read is the ſame as Reading in thoſe who 
have neglected to learn to read. This Reading or 
Hearing is neceſſary to Faith, _ 
Rom. x. 17. cometh by Hearing, and Heari 
"Heb. v. 14. Word” God, Hereby Men 17 


exerciſ, ſed 
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rciſed to yt ago Good and Euil. Ih 
Fes the Man 07-90 2 6 2 gere. ki * 
7 unto all good W/ It maketh | 
61 K is able to make even. 
Children wiſe wnito Salvation: For which 3 
reaſonTimothy is com for haying rh 
read the Holy e with care from a * Ti i, Nen! 13. 
e Pevple: 


ta dangerons of it wrote by Pine 
of vu i and chiefly for the uſe of ſuch: 
And which tly ſays, That in it God * 
© condeſcends to the 1 45 Capacities of the Multitude of 

* Hearers,' There is no danger, but certain profit; if 
the y read it duly : This an Unlearn d Perſon does, when 
He chietly eo himſelf in reading thcſe parts of 
Scripture, in which God condeſcends to the Capacities of 
are the 'Uvlearned, for this very reaſom d. 
4 they = igh ight be read 9 — when contented = - 

with ordinary Knowledge, He does not af- Neal wh; 

- of ſect to be wiſe above 8 ſuch Perſons 7 1 
ald I ſhould be wiſe in, nor aim at underſtanding thaſa 
ed, things which are above his Underſtandings: po He 
per ¶ reads the . Scripture not for the Schools to wake bimſelf 
re- Learned, but for a Rule of Life to make himſelf Good - 
but | when in reading the Scripture He imitates not a: curi- 
| as ous Aſtronomer, but a Sailor, who views the Heavens 
eſe ¶ and the Conſtellations, not to find there new Appear - 
on. || ances. and new Stars never before diſcovered, but to di- 
R 1 Him in n bis Voyage to the 1 1 be would be 


nat eee is no Lane to ſuch a Peri in re this 
ted Bock, if in it BY ſeeks above all thin 
Us. the one thing needful, to know God and his Luk. x. 42. 
ho | Savichr, Jes Chriſt and Hin Cracifyed ; Cor. 2. 
or | y, not to > manage Diſpotations, „ 
412—— 
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bild. 
Nor let any one ay tis 
to read a Book 
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ro riſe to almoſt all the differences among Chtiſtiens. 


2 Diftſe of 
but to Love bim above all things; and put his Trufſ in 
Him alone: If after He has found God and his Saviour, 
without preſuming to underſtaud things hard to be un- 
derſtood, and untye every Knot; He ſearches for no- 
thing further, but to Know the Fill oFhis Lord, and to 
learn from the * Evangeliſts and Apoſtles What 
He muſt do to be vet. mn 
There is no danger to Him in reading the Scriptuxe, 
if He does it with a'pious Diſpoſition, religious Trem- 
- © + bling, and that Fra of God, which & the be- 
E. vill. 17, new! of all Wiſdom ; (tor with them that 
. thus fear Him is the Secret of the Lord, afid- 
He will ſhew them his Covenant) if He ſearch this. 
Divine Book with Sobriety, Modeſty and Humility, 
which are neceſſary to all, but eſpecially unleain'd. 
Readers. * f Nan , W 
By Modeſty and Humility, I mean the Virtue oppofite 
to conceited and raſb determining the Senſe of obſcure 
places, than which there is no greater Evil in the Church, 
eſpecially if it once infects the common People A. 
Evil from which many fooliſh Miſconceits and Imagi- 
nations of doting Brains have their original; nay, which 


* 


is wonderful that ſo many unhappy Miſtakes of the 
moſt Learned Men have not taught us more Modeſty, 
and made us more cautious; that we are not" af d 
bow we tread in the Footſteps of ſo many, who have 
miſcarried; and that ſcarce ever even in the moſt dif- 
ficult Points of all, we can be brought to an Ingenbobs 
Confeſhon of our Ignorance: but with infufferable 
Pride (tho our Underſtandipg is fo limited and con- 
fined) rather venture to make God ſpeak any thing i 
the Scripture, than ſay once our ſelves, I do not un- 
derſtand this. I cannot determine the meaning.” _ 
No Prince, nay, no private Perſon would bear with 
ſuch raſh Interpretation of their Laws or Writings: And 
ſhall God bear with. our fathering-on his Word all- our 
own Prejudices, all the Traditions of our Teachers, and 
Inventions of Human Wit, all the Syſtems of our cn 
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framing, all our darling Imaginations, all the. productions 
of our Paſſions and Frailties, and the Iſſue of our Love; 
our Hatred, our Pride, our Anger, and our Malice? with our 
worſhipping all theſe Idols of our own Minds, as un- 
doubted Revelations from Him, and impoſing them on 
others to be worſhipped as ſuch, and letting looſe all our 
Revenge on thoſe who do not withewe Ad- 
miration and Aſtoniſnment conſent, Ti the AR. xii. 22. 
Voice of God and not of Man? „ 
"Tis better, we grant, tis better the Scripture ſhould 
not be read at all, than be profaned by being read at 
this rate, How much ſoever whimſical Men may 
pleaſe themſelves with this way of Interpretation, they 
will deſervedly be laughed at by all Men ot Senſe, and the 
All-wiſe Author of the Scriptures, He that fitteth in the Hea- 
vens (to uſe the Pſalmift's words) hall augb, the | 
Lord ſhall have them in Deriſſon. God will not Pf. ii. 4. 
patiently ſuffer himſelf and his Word to bee 
treated with ſuch Indignity. How much He is diſ- 
Pleaſed with it, He often ſhews in the Event, when He 
gives up thoſe, who indulge their Fancy too much in In- 
terpreting the Scriptures, to all the Deluſtons of a raving 
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Imagination, which carries: them into infinite Follics 


and Abſurdities without Bound and without End. 
Let pious Paſtors, notwithſtanding ſuch groſs Abuſes, 
go on to recemmend to their Flocks rhe reading and 
earching the Word of God, and to do their 


utmoſt that the Word of Chriſt may dwell Col. iii. 16. 
J | 


in them richly in all wiſdom. But at the 
ſame time let them in the moſt pathetick and moving 
Words caution them to read 1t with all 
Reverence, and avoid, as they would the 2 Pet. iii. 15; 
Plague, all vreſting the Scripture, All Viſions Jer. xxiii. 16. 
of their own Hearts, and raſh Interpretati- | 
ons. And then, by the Bleſſing of Gdd, our Ad verſa- 
ries will be forc'd to forbear repreſenting the promiſcu- 
ous reading of the Word of God, as dangerous, and 
breeding only Schiſms, and Neſts of Fanaticks and En- 
| ng _  thuſiaſts, 


thoſiafts. This is not, O good God, this is not the ef · 
fect of the Incorruptible Seed of thy Word being fown 
amongſt the People; but of the Enemy's ſowing Tares 
among the Seed, while we (O Father forgive Us) were 
aſleep, and neglected to guard the Hearts of thy Flock, 
and by our Charitable Admonitions, and, what would be 
more effectual, by our Example to ſhew them with 
what Caution and Modeſty thy Word is to be hand- 
kd. | * * | i > | 
| Another Means of attaining the Qualifications requi- 
fite for Judging in Matters of Faith, is the faithful I- 
fruftion of Paſtors and Teachers, whom Chriſt has for 
this purpoſe given to the Church. For in reading the 
Scripture, not only the Unlearn'd but the Learned too 
are often at a ſtand : as the Ethiopian reading Tſaiab, who 
deing asked if He underſtood what He read, 
AR. viii. 31. anſwer d, How can I, 0. ſome Man ſhould 
kt vide. me They who nelect and haughti- 
ly deſpiſe all Infirudtion, axe for the . moſt part ame- 

jully led aftray by their own Self-conceit ; and are 

_ nerally Men ambitious of the Glory of making Di 

veries, and not Lovers of Truth. | 

But tho” the Unlearned want an Inſtrutter, yet they want 
not a Judge, who muſt be ſubmitted to as Deciding right, 
tho He determines falſely. For we neither may nor can 
ſubmit to another in beſieving his Deciſions, tho we think 
them wrong; as we often may and can and myſt fubtrit 
to a Judge's Decrees, tho we think them unjuſt. They 
do not want a Rigid Task-maſter to impoſe upon them 
a certain number of Articles of Faith under the ſeve- 
reſt Penalty, which when He pleaſes He may double, as 
Pharaoh did the Iſraelites that of Bricks. They want not 
ſuch a Mafter, as will oblige them to ſwear to whatever 
He Teaches them, without giving any other Reaſon for 
what He Teaches, but that a Leamer muft believe. They 
want not ſuch a Teacher as will command them to bold 
ef all bis Doctrines without Trial or Examination; 
but ſuch an one as will bid them. Judge for themſelves of 
What He teaches, Try all things, and bold faft only that which 
| 3s 
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| Unlearned than the Learned. 
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57rd ap one an, one, as a Student in Geometry wants, nos 

Authortty He muſt rely, but whoſe Aff ftance and 
Bieren He is to uſe in comprehending the Truth 4 
Demonſtrations; ſuch an one as whenever He propoſes 
any thing to them, will uſe the Words of Cyrel of 4 


Enn, * Do not believe what I teach you bare 


* iny ſaying it, unleſs you ſee it proved by Holy | 
« t 

A Third Means of attaining and i improving the Qua- 
N for Re. ng in —.— of Faith. ar 2 
an vent im a a 
Grace of God; without — we Ea l vain, and — 
inſtruded in vain. Without being of God, 
and guided by the Holy Ghoſt, we can neither ſee the 
wonderful Things of bis Law, nar — aright the 
Fundamental Doctrines of the Goſpe 
even ſay that Feſus ivthe Lord; which hols 
true not only i 8 Articles of Faith, but of 
Practice too: for to our pr what is that 
good and acceptable, and perfect 2 of God, tis 
neceſſary that we be 88 Hebe renem- Na. ii. 2. 
ing.of our Minds. In a Word: of the Tee of the 
15 of God, no one can Judge, unleſs g 5 ui. * 

e himſelf ;. Spiritual, and He that is ſo, 


Cr. xi. 2 


1 11 ae pacity of Judging muſt again and 4. 


Lek as this is no leſs neceſſary for the Learned,than the 
Unlearned, ſo it is no lefcatinipable by the 
* Whoſoever — 7 Lak ui. 
© faith St. ames, lacketh Wiſdom, let him ach 
it of od, Here is a Path chalked out forall 
to arrive at Wiſdom and to ſhew that no ones Pray* 
ers ſhall be in vain, it followeth © ho giveth liberally to 
All (that duly ask.) 

' Hence it appears that a common Chriſtian cannot be 
ſaid to be uncapable of Judging in Matters of Faith, 
unleſs it be ſaid that no ſuch Perſon can have the _ irit 


of God, or be a Spiritual Man; that (as the Jews 
F 3 ver! bially 
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verpially ſay of a Poor Man,). the: Sim gf God reſt. 
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on none of the common People; and that none of 
hem can pray to God acceptably. I on the contrary 


am of Opinion, that common People do oftentimes 


pray to God for Wiſdom the moſt earneſtly, becauſe 


they are the meſt ſenſible they want it; while perhaps 


it may be ſaid of the Learned * Theſe nigbt have at- 
*.tained ſaving Wiſdom, - had they not believed they 
had or might attain. it of themſelves without the 
* aſliſtance ot the Grace of God. A7 
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Which ef the common Peofle are cafatle, and 


which rot» capable, of Tucging for them- + 


ſelves. . 


A ND now what do the Papiſts aim at, when they 
Fe the common People are capable of Judgi 


in rattefs of Faith? Do they mean, that thoſe o 
them only are uncapable, who neglect to uſe the means, 
which are in their Pcwer? Or that they alſo are ſo, 
who induſtriouſſy uſe them? If the firſt, I diſpute not 
with them. I know with grief, that for this very rea- 
{on there are in their Church ſuch multitudes utter] 
unqualified to Judge of Spiritual things. I know wich 
grief, that there are few, who are ſufhciently concern» 
ed for their own Salvation; few who are ſincerely care- 
tul to promote the Salvation of others, whoſe Souls 
are committed to their Care. I know with grief, that 
the word of God is but little loved, read or conſidered ; 
that few read it with deſign of becoming wiſe thereby 
unto Salvation; or bring with them ſuch pious Diſpo- 
ſitions, Modeſty, Humility, Eaſineſs of Mind, Docihty 
and Application, as they onght, I know with rief, 
that in many places the Inſſruction of Chriſtians is 
7 * 8 | quits 
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demonſtrating and enforcing the chief Heads of R 
ligion to their Conſciences is never thought of. And 
no wonder that thoſe who are thus inſtructed have no 


other Foundation or Ground of Belief, but the Authority 


of their Teachers. I know with grief that there afe 
few Who ſincerely, and. conſcientiouſly rp 
pray to God to give them the Spirit of Wiſ- #pb. i. 17, 18, 
dom and Revelation in the Knowledge of Him, WT 
and enlighten the Eyes of their Underſtandings, and qualify 
them to Judge 42655 of what 1s their greateſt concern: 
Or who hearty pray that they may truly place their 
delight in the Scriptures, and neither be deceived them- 
ſelves, or deceive others out of them. And laſtly, I 
ſee with grief, how few there are who ſeriouſly conſider 
of how 1755 moment this Duty is to their Eternal 
Happineſs; and how much they continually ſtand in 
need of the Divine aſſiſtance to perform it. 
But can we think that God has placed an Infallible 
Church on high, 28 a City on a Hill, and cloathed it 
with more than 1 ſplendor and unuſual Bright - 
ne[s; only that the Idle and Negligent might have a 
Remedy for their Sloth and Careleſneſs? That the 

who are voluntarily blind and by choice remain ſo, 


might have a Guide from Heaven to lead them without 
their peeding, nay carry them thither weep by the 


unerring. and eaſy way of Authority? Shall God be 
called hard,or be 430 not to have made ſufficient proviſi- 
on for the Happineſs of Mankind; becauſe He has not 
provided for the Salvation of thoſe, who judge them- 
ſelves unworthy of Salvation? With the ſame, na 

with more reaſon, might we charge a Kang with Crue 

ty, who did not huild an Hoſpital to maintain at the 


publick Charge all that were too lazy to Work, or had 


5 ; %. A. | j 4 : | 
quite diſregarded: Proppſing a certain number of Ar- 
ticles to be believed or rather remembred and repeat- 
&, is all the Inſtruction thought needful for Touth; 


1 


run cut their Eſtates by. Diunkenneſs, Gluttony and. 


Gaming. - SPS. 17 


Should 


45  .ADefeſeof 
Abrabam be asked to ſend one from 
N d put ſuch Men in mind of their Duty, 
Lak, wi,.29. He would anſwer, They baue Moſes and 
£4 the Prophets, let them bear them. May not 
God in the ſame manner anſwer the Romiſb Doctors, 
who, as if they were biz Connſellers, endeavour by many 
Arguments to perſwade to erect an Intallible 
Church for the lake of the many who are too lazy to 
work out their own Salvation, They baue Moſes aud 
the es 5 15057 bear them, LAs phat gen, ed ig 
F things of my Law, and add e Goſpel 
e much Hehe the Law, and all theſe 
Hoſea viii, 12. ge counted as a ſtrange thing? Let them 
Iook to it therefore, left by caſing the 
greateft part of Chriſtians of all the trouble of ex- 
2mining, they make the way to Heaven too plain and 
eaſy. Such eaſimeſs a” 0, 17 of fe 15 
Queſtion. road is the way o ority, 
Mart. vii. 13, and many there are that watk in it, ſuch is the 
1 way that leadeth to Defrudtion : If narrow is 
the way of Examination, and few there are that find it, ſuch 
is the way, that leadeth to Life. , oe 
Perhaps it will be ſaid tis not in ths power of the 
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common People to uſe the means above deſcribed : 

That their whole Life is ſpent in continual drud fry 
and hard Labour, in providing the neceſſaries of 1 
Fcod and Raiment, ſo that they have no time to ſpa 

to * themſelves for Inter g in matters of Faith. 

1 who has D 1 pl; ſuch a kind of 

as deprives them © eiſure and opportunity to 

e make ſure their Eternal Hapr neſs? St. Paul 

Cel. iii, 1,2. has not, who commands all to * ſeek thoſe 

| - © things which are above, where Chrift fitteth on 

_ © the right Hand of God: to ſet their Afefions on things 

above, and not on things of the Earth,” Nor Chrift 

who commands all Men, Poſtponing the Superfluous 

7 care of Earthly Things, to © ſeek f 

+ Matt. vi. 33 the Kingdom of God and his Rico 7 

LE OW ul truſt in God that all other things 7550 
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Perun Judgment. 5 
© added wnto them: And rs Mary's 
l 7 75 the better part to Martha's being care- 
© ful about many. things +, And recommends 
to all Men the Care of their Souls in theſe | 
words, © For what is a Man profited if He . 
© ſhall gain the ,whole World, and loſe bis own Soul? or 
© what Pall a Mat give in exchange for bis Soul? . 
Has God depri ved, the common People of time e- 


on nough to work out their Salvation, who has aligned 
one Day in every Week (to which it ſeems the Church 
[pel of Rome without Trad to theſe Men can add I know 
Je not how many Feftivals) to be employed ſolely in this 


buſineſs? He has beſides fo formed Man as to be un- 
the W capable of Labour in his Childhood, that Parevts, and 
err Teachers, and Maſters might have time h to 
nd Educate them from their Intancy in the Belief of Chi 
m FF tianity, and frame their Minds, * pliable and tender, 
% to Piety, and true Holineſs. The ſame may be ge- 
the nerally ſaid of Old Age, and all thoſe Seaſons in which 
"SW Sickneſs and Infirmities make Men unable to follow 
ch their Employs. What if they made a due uſe of all 
Y theſe times? What if Men, while they were at work, 
© which employs their Bodies more than their Minds, 
d: Y ſhould lift up their Hearts to God and Heavenly things? 
24 What if the time ſpent in following Pleaſures, or in 
4h; perfect Indolence, without either labour of Body or 
i thought of Mind; the time others waſt in Feaſtings 
or in Gamings, I add the time ſpent by Learned Men 
in uſeleſs Studies, were employed in Divine Medita- 
tw tions and Care of the Soul? Tis unjuſt for Men to 
complain of want of time, who can ſpare ſo much to 
ofe ſaperfluous trifling and often wicked Actions. 
"YH Will then the Papiſts at laſt fo far undervalue the 
common fort of Chriſtians, as to deſſ that by hearing 
* and reading the Bible, by the careful Inſtruction of their 
1 Teachers, and their conſtant Prayers to God, they can 
ſr ſo far qualify themſelves to judge of a few clearly re- 
7 vea ed rines, as to make their Conſciences caſy, 
14 and ſecure them at leaſt from damnable — 


8 4 Defenſeaf. 0 
they _ thus think, they plainly 277 all the Fffi- 

cacy of the Serepture, the ih an Prayer, Huy of 
the Grace of God: "And muſt have a prodizions Opinii- 
on of the 8045 of theſe Chriſtiaus, and hard! 
allow them to be Men. I cannot help exclaiming with 
the Comedian t; © How much does one Man exceed 
another. what a vaſt difference is there between a 
* Wiſe Man and a Fool! The Clergy it ſeems can- 
not err in any thing: Tbe Laity can judge right in 
nothing. Tis well theſe ſame Laity do not reflect 
how little they can depend on their own private Jude: 
ment, when by it they ſo confidently decide againſt the 
Judgment of all the reſt of the World, that the Church 
they are in is Infallible. Elſe all the Faith of the 
Laity would ſoon be at an End. | OM 
But God does not ſpeak ſo deſpicably of the comman 
fort of People in his Word. According to that, if 1 5 
vere ſometimes darkneſs, yet nom are they 
Eph, v. 8. Light in the Lord, and therefore walking 4s 
ew Children of theLight, prove what is acceptable 
1 mo the Lord. They bave underſtanding 


cg. and can judge for themſelves. They are 
Fe 4 and Fudge all things. They ate 
. riſt's Sheep and know his voice, and fly 


Tabu x. 4, 3. away from Strangers, Poſe voice they know 
1 Jobn ii. 20+ vt. They bave ax Union from the Holy 
1 one, and know all things, They are taught 
* Tai: liv. 13. of God, and mie (no leſs than the Clergy) 
7 e Choſen Generation, a Royal Prieſtbood, a 
a; Holy Nation, a peculiar people. They are 
1 Pet. ii. 9. as ſo many Prophets, and as underſtand- 

| ing in the things of God, as if their Old 
Joel. ii. 18. and their Toung Men, their Sons and ther 
44, ii. 17, Daughters bad all ſeen Viſions and dreamt 

i dreams, 27 5 
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2 6 NR have they been thus u able? 4 
were not always ſo: At leaſt when Chrift came in 2 

Fleſh, and they alone judged aright, r alone re- 

ceived Him: When * not many wiſe Men 

' ' after the Fleſh, not many mighty, not many 1 Cor. i. 95 
noble, were choſe; but God choſe the fooliſh 26, 77. 

* Thi ings. of the World to confound the wiſe, | ' 


5 an I the weak Things of the World to con ound the might, 
ay Wl © andthe baſe Things of the World, the Things. that 
8 * are deſpiſed, yea and the Things that are wot; to bing fo 
Ne I © nought-the Things that are. When Chriſt thus beſpoke 
> his Father, © I thank thee, O'Fatber, Lord | C 


; 4 Heaven and Earth, becanſe thou haſt bid. Mats. xi. 
* theſe Things from the Wiſe and Prudent, | 
and baſt revealed ld then unto; Babes: When 


the Phariſees ſaid, - * Have any of the Rulers J. ii. 48. 
5 'y © ar the ariſees believed on Him? but this 49, | 
4 Fe which knoweth dt the Lam are 


le © curſed. I wonder the Romiſb Doctors do not take 
58 1 5 that they now pronounce of the common Peo- 
le juſt as the Phariſees did of old, and make uſe of the 
Arguments, to perſwade them to the ſame Me- 
fy || thod of chuſi ing their Religion, as they then did; of 

believing juſt as their Rulers and Teachers do, and ſub 


ly mitting their Fudgment to Authority. - 


1 0 H VII. 


we common 1 Oh eftien againſt Private Fudement, 
that it introduces as many Rel WO « a FORTE are 
Alen, Anſweres, | of | 


. QOME perhaps in the Church of IM in be dh 
| yen to own, . tis poſſible ſome of the common 
ſort of Chriſtians may mo aright in matters of Faith; 
„but chat in the preſent State 38 3 
ET = 
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5o _ A Defenſe of 
expected that but fe vi, but may reaſonably be feared 
that from allowing ſuch private Judgment, the utmoſt 
Confuſſon will ariſe, and as many Religions ſtart up, 
as there are Perſons that Judge. This is a Topick, 
which our Adverſaries very treely diſplay Their ut- 
moſt Wit and Floquence, and foumd all their Triumphs 


* 


On. wi ; WE N 
When I hear them reaſoning in this manner, I ima- 
gin I am hearing a Senate deliberate, concerning ſet- 
'tling the Common-wealth, and guarding it with good 
Laws to ſteure it's Peace at Home, and nt all 
Dangers from Abroad. For as thoſe Counſellors inſiſt 
on the more than ordinarily ſtriet obſervance of cet 
tain Laws and Cuſtoms, becauſe it is moſt for the in- 
tereſt of the Commen- wealth: So theſe Men inſiſt on 
the Behef of certain Doctrines in the Church for the 
fame reafon ; "becauſe they think it highly for its la- 
bereft that they ſhould be believed. © The Church, fa 
* they, is Infallible, and à blind aſſent is to be pai 
to it in all Things. And for what reaſon? © Becauſe 
* *tis much for the Intereſt of the Church thatthisſhould 
© be true and be believed; and very condudive to 
keep up the Good Order, and Peace and Tranquilli 
of it.“ However valid this way of Reaſoning may 
thought in Divinity; I mean, from the Uſefulneſs of a 
Doctrine, or the Service it might be of te its Trath'; 
I am ſure it would not be allowed of in Phyſick or Phi- 
loſophy. And 1 am miſtaken if this way of Reaſon- 
ing does not favour their Opinion, who think Religion 
8 but a Politick Tool to awe Men to be- 
ence. 
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allowed to-examin. and judge for himfelf. Such a Re- 
ligion end be no otherwiſe commended: than a Tce 
which appears Beautiful, only becauſe none are allowed 
to come. near enough to enamin whether it is painted; 
or Gold which only appears to be' Fae, iſe no one 
is allowed to'cxamn ir by the Touth-ſtane:z or a Sale- 
able Commodity, which great multitudes flock toge- 
ther to buy, becauſe tis ſold in the Dark, and none 
allowed to ezamin it in tbe Light. It has abwuys 
been my Opinion that the Force of Truth was the 
Reaſon why the Chriſtian Religion was received with 
ſo great Conſent and Unamimity; and it therein ex- 
celled Mahometaniſm, which has ſo many Votaries, 4 
only becauſe no one dares freely examin it: But now 
it ſeems the Reaſon. hy ſo. many embrace the Goſpel 
and the Chriſtian Religion; is no better than the reaſon 
, ſo mai an the other hand embrace the Alcoran 
an , yy g 
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ſe the Mabometan Relig ien. 
1d "Tis well the Honour of Chriſtianity can be better 
indicated than by ſuch Principles. | Tis beſt vindi- 
y cated by the Millions of its Votaries, who not only are 
A allowed hut command ed to exathin their Religion, and 
vet continue Chriſtians, ſor the moſt part. without at 
all dliffering about the Fundamental Articles of their 
15 Faith; which is allowed by all, who impartially 
4 2 fairly balance the Controverſies among 
eier Irene e 
„is a great Evil 1 on, if Men of che fame: Reli- 


gion for. ſume ſmall Differences about Words or Trifles, 
or Things at inoft not Fundamental, treat one another 
as Men of different Religions, and as Infidels.- But 
they do not fur that ceaſe to be of each fide Believers 
in the ſight of God, Partakers of the fame Religion, 
and Members of the ſame Church and Body of which 
Chriſt is Head. Tho they out of weakneſs of judg : 
ment, or Zeal without Knowledge, Judge every 
petty Difference to be of ſuch Importance, as of one 
Religion to make two, * Judges atherwiſe. Tho A 
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an of Apollos, are all Chriſt s, aud Cbriſt is 
Greene | n 
Nor needs there an Infallible Judge to compoſe theſe 


quire to be decided by a perpetual Miracle. There needs 
only Brotherh Admonition, that thoſe ho are Brethren 
would ceaſe to look on each other as Enemies : That if 
in ſome Things They cannot agree, They would con- 
ider of he much more importance thoſe Things are 
in which by the Grace of God They do agree: and 
that They would in the fear of God bethink themſelves 
how paßt the State of Chriſt's Church would be, if 
all of all ſides; did heartily believe, as much as They 

agree in, and ſtrive with all Their Might to Live con 
tormably to their Faith. N 

The Zeal of Pious Princes. is arty (6:4 an away 
this Reproach from Iſrael, and reſtrain iſtians from 
carry ing to ſuch Lengths, and proſecuting with ſuch 
Bitterneſs: their Differences in matters confeſſed by all 
not to be Fundamental; eſpecially while the very Foun- 
dations are with the more Succeſs undermining by a 


common Enemy: And to uſe rigor, if it be neceſſary, 


not with thoſe, who, would they never ſo fain, "= 
camot agree with Their Brethren in all Points; 
with thoſe, who, tho They can and ought,” yet out of 
Pride will not bear with theſe unavoidable Differences 
of Their Brethren from Them: Who ate perpetu- 
ally magnifying the ſlighteſt Difference, ſetting the 
Members of Chriſt at ennuty, . irritating Them againſt 
one another, and ſtrengthning by their unreaſonable 
Clamours and Outeries, the Argument of our Adyer- 
ſaries againſt Private Judgment, from I know not * 
— ; * 24 | Wide 
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* Pricvate fudgment. 
wide Differences and capital Diſcords it occaſions a- 
y this Means the Papiſts would be precluding from 
objecting to us any ill conſequences of Private ſs gment, 
and any differences it neceſſarily introduces: who perhaps 
are not in reality ſo much afraid of theſe differences, as 
of the Conſent of all in declaring- againſt their Errors 


and Superſtitions. In this they have experienced an Ad- 
mirable Harmony and Agreement, and il do fo, in all 


who impartially Examine into their Religion, and beir 
tired of blind aſſent, make uſe of their vwn Judgments 
But granting that it may be feared the Wickednefs of 
Man will abuſe this Private Jud t: What is the 
Conſequence ? Is it that tis the Vi of God to remedy 
this Evil by making the Church Infallible, and obliging 
all to blind Obedience to it? Or that the Church 
bought to remedy this Evil by pretending to 1 


* and on that pretence, compelling all implicitly to af- 


© ſend to it's Determinations? © © + 


For the Firſt: When the Will of God and His Decrees | 


are enquired into, the Word of God muſt be our only Rule, 
from which only it can be known how He has Decreed to 


Govern his Chureh, and provide for it's Se- 4 


curity. For God's Thoughts are not our Iſai. lv. 8. 9. 
© Thovphts, nor are our ways his ways. 
As the Heavens are higher than the Earth; ſo are God's 
ways higher than our ways, and God's Thoughts than 
* our Thoughts,” A Cobler or a Taylor is laught at, who 
in his Shop lays down Rules for State Policy, and di- 
rects the Countils of Princes: and do not we much more 
deſerve to be laught at, when we pretend to determine 
concerning God's free Councils and Decrees, without 
warrant from his Word ? Nor is there any Probability in 
their Conjectures at God's Will concerning the Method 
of Governing his Church: which depend on rious 
and falſe Suppoſit ions ; As that God decrees not only to 
remedy all the Evils the wickedneſs of Men brings in. 
to the Church, but alſo to remedy them by a Miracle: 
that He forbids the UJe of whatever many may 9 
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3 8 AS; * 1 ed id af . 
& — e weakneſs of eo. poſitions i is Ki. 
ap . og Then how does 0 follow, that be- 
do abuſe Private Judgment; there · 
5 4 of 1t?, or that becauſe many ill 
Hens hore rom ſuch wicked . abuſes. of bad 
8 God has decreed to remedy them by a 
ng . s ſome Men nfallible t 

/ wa 0 

7 5 is no Seng Peil in the Church than abo pro- 
* ion of Manners that every where pre- 

: vauls,... And 2. allthinking Man will allow this to be 
a greater Evil, than;differences of Judgments and Opi- 
mions; yet 651 does not think fit to work 4 Miracle 
7 it. hy He ſuffers, ſo many Evils in the 
urek, we not: this we know, that He can biing 
Tight © out ot, Darkneſs, Good ont of Evil. As for' Heres 


5 in Religion, He is ſo fat from root 
ing t NE out - tual Miracle ; that he has r- | 
red be will not have them root - 
Cot. xi ig. - = the Mouth of his Apoftle. There P. 
; of this ©? | .bs Here ſies among Tou, yh He, that * 


Tae. 1 7 ap e be made . 
e * 
; Nor would. 4 Miracle as 9 making ſome Men . 
Infatlible, be a. 901 0 whoa von 2 for theſe ene 5 
There were Strif tions in the times of the 
Apoſtles who _ were CASTS And the Church of 
Rome's pretending te it. has not been able to hinder, yaſt 
Numbers from . its Communion for theſe. two 
Hundred Tears: Nor can it preyent there being. diffe. 
rences among thoſe, of it's own Communion, which if 
they break not out into an openRupture,”tis not owing, to 
the Belief of the Church's Infalliblity, but the Powe of 
Princes who. Hg ethos N 
Sach reſtraining Power Proteſtant Princes too may 
exerciſe pk * they 2 Authorit 1 Conſt ci 
ence, yet t ve Aut ty to puni thoſe 
turn Liberty of ience into Licentiouſneſs. Thes 
oye Authority to reſt in the raſh Determinations of 
ONE 
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one Sect of Chriſtians 


eee, e 


Ki, £55 their gag 
Cenſures of their Brethren, their e Os 


about Things of no Im 9 1 Mo «ar 25 
—_— alummies, Slap ers, Evil ing an(l 
tonneſs of Tongue: They have Authority, not only over 
the Laity, but c Fcclefiafticks as they a are call 
and à Right to Judge of their Differences, F 
ſiderableneſs of them. And y n es 
Cie judge impartially, 101 fairly than 
elves Ives who Ga wen te on Sehen k Nicetien = 
when they are gl = with Ditpu- 
_ Be: ain 8 5 e bave, Laſtly, 
Authority t 7 77 ence aga 
Tyranny-of e they uſurp a Damir 
on e onſciences of c InF: an Au- 
thority, which the Church of Rome deprives. them o 
and aves them nathing but the Honour of lendi 
oo Arm and Power to. execute che Vecrees of F "the 

If it Uni be Feb no Evidence, ner even 

probable Argument, that tis the Vin of God that to 
prevent Di ces in the Church. certain Men i in it 

ſhould be Infallible : Will it be maintained that to pre- 

vent this Evil, the Church ought to 3 to Infallibi- 

ly, and under that pretence exact all implicit Obe- 
ience. 

The Papiſts themſelves, I hope will allow this Re- 
medy to be worſe than the Diſeaſe: a Remedy, which 
who can think of without Horror? As God-wants net 
the Unjuft Force of Men; fo 4 ges He want theit 
Cunning, or their Policy, much-leſs theit Fraudulent 
Tricks and Lies, ta pr erve the N of his Ie 
3 = 1 it I male be Lg 928 

thought of more obs, than this | 
medy ? more geber yo tht to [6-8 PP 8 
li we and ſo put it out o * 58 1 * T5 | 
correc 'any one Falſe Step 
dammable; For what can e to wa 
lt ang moft e e Fe Feternal and Ts 


(OY TITIN 5 


. — 


19 7 "PM # wes 


than for Men ſubject to Ten Thouſand BORE to lay 
n an unalterable Rule never to own one Error, and 
for fear of loſing their Title to Infallibility, to 5 
themſelves by an Oath to defend for ever, right or wr 
what they have once determined and reſolved on? 
What can be thought of more Perilous than to pay a 
blind Obedience, and give an implicit Aſſent, eſpecially 
in Matters of Conſcience and Salvation, to Men thus 
boldly aſſuming Infallibility; to pay ſuch regard to 
them, as if they were Gods, that neit could We 
| Eds ng? * 
Will it, laſt of all be ſaid, that tho? the Dodtord of of the 
Church are not abſolute] Iofallible, nor the common 
People abſolutely uncapable of Judging for themſelves 
in Matters of Religion; yet that a great number of 
Learned Men, ef] Ely " aſſembled in a Council, are 
much more capable than the Unlearned Multitude , 
and that therefore tis much fafer for them without Exa- 
mination to rely on the Knowledge of Men much more 
Learned than themſelves ? 
How very Ton hs ny", I ſhall ſhew in the 
next * 
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HAP. IX. 


the D er of Relying on the Kpowledee 
. 22 in Matters of Salvation. 4- 11 


yr God declares Him accurſed that too i | 
much traſteth to Man's Power, or, as Jer. xvii. 3. 
52 . Meth in Man, 
leſb his Arm, certainly He is not leſs an Abomi - 
nation to the Lord. who too much truſteth to Man's 
e The Crimes are both of the ſame Kind. Both 
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A Defenſe 


IRE. /. 5 de 82 55 
Jeri xx! 367 pbeſy v 92 ak a of their own' 
att; and not Af bs Month of the Lord. 
Na Vic 5 Perhaps they who 30 5 Sheep! Chatb- 
| "ing; are themſelves virbpu do better than 
Ravenou Wolud COLTS © be AMT VE 
1 
is it to Fudge df a" arh 
the Word of God, oy to Judge abe etre 
and Wiſe, which perhaps thoſe you follow cannot 
do? Nat all thoſe who have the Repitatio#of Men 
of , elde ave ſpent much time in improving heir 
Mind — their Wie unnd fflarpening their Judg- 
ment : for many 41 _ have not loft their” 
natural good Senſe and in the Schools. Not 
all who have the Chatactet᷑ of — Men can pro- 
duce much out of their Store, that is of Service towards 
Judging in uſeful Points: They learn only hat is cu⸗ 
rious and abſtruſe, and ſerves fot Oftentation more that. 
ſe ; and if they are to give their Jidgmentin a 
Caſe, they are not ſo much concerned to Jud 7 
ing 2 as they are to take ora * 
Learning. 0 Knol 10 fie 29 * 29 
Fan ilkterate Ilan knew well the Perſon whoſe 
Doctrines He admires, He would ofter find He had but 
little reaſon to place ſo great Confidence in his Judg- 
ment, He would fee that many of thoſe who are cried: 
vp for Great Scholars, ate no better than Gluttens, ho 
— the great variety of the Meats they ent, deprave 


their Taſt, 12 deſtroy the Tone of their stomach; ma. 


vy others mere Rope- dancers who chuſe rather to Learn 

5 r will make Men ſtare and wonder, than be 
any reul Service to the World; many, but ane 

ed Ii, who are perpetually: ſcraping 
enerea ſing heirStore but are Strangers tot 
of what they ure heaping up. 

Jo ſpeak the plain Truth: What is called 210 
Name of Learning, is not that which is of ehiet U 


ceſſary tor! in Matt mol Relig 
and oft. ue perry: (108 g Judging! 1 Ky A 2 48 wt 
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enn err eee 
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they Ae © vaſtly in 
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FH right "fudgmient in Matten of Religion, 
15 Are 10 ud 1 85 more requiſite, and of 1 
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Truth wr 18 
alben BY n ud 1 1 2 is Truth? Would 
not moſt at them ef $4 . ed their Parts and 
all a Rel 17 5 they ebend the Truth, fie they 
call their inion, in maintaining the con- 
tia hal th they 1 6 of another Order, or. Socie- 
Vi or Educated, or Admired: in a.difterent 
part of the World? If we would ſpeak. the Truth, 
Learning is generally a Weapon to defend a Man's 
ſelf and Party, not an Inſtrument to one 15 
But of Party- Attachment more by and by. 

There is requiſite, 

II. Piety and the Fear of Gad. For what 1 is to \ be * 
ed of, is the Truth which is according to Godbneſs; 
Myſteries of Godlineſs, 55 is Hety ta be locked for 
chiefly among the Learned? Or is not the Saying of 
Anſtin often true, © The a a7 ie and tak? Haven 
* by Force ; aud we with our Lear niug wallow in Fleſb — 
g Blood: 4 = often is that 2 dom the Unleqi ned fo nuch 
admire, nothing but Carnal W 2 which is ſo far trom 

H 2 help: 
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He ho has 5 . BY Tmaginations 

id every 2b altnb ſelf al 
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, who ate Creatures of Glory 
bition, of whom Chriſt 'agketh” dow the 
Joh. v. 4% cat believe, when they recezve Hoaour one « 
YA 2 . ; and el not the Honour t that kom- 
Add to this, that when Men Proud, ind! Are pul 
fed up with an high Opinion of their o 7 ſllom, it can- 
not he but they oſt N into grievois 4 For it 
makes them haſty. in judging raſh in deciding; reſolute” 
in what they have onte determined; violent in im 


fing their own Notions on others ; ſcornfully obſtinate . 


againſt heating their Adverſay's Reaſons; to Ad- 
vice ;-andfſurly to thoſe who adyiſe them; incautious 
he w they mn into Miſtakes; and if they ever do mi- 
take, in ible. 
But of allt ings requiſite to Judge aright in Matters 
of W. 2 0 there is nothing more ſo, than 
IV. 4 Mind free from'Prejudice. He who wants this, 
As like one who has not Charity; tho He bay 
cor. aii. tbe Gift of Propheſy, and ro are” all My-. 
rie, and all Knowledge, Ek i is nothing. 1 
ec 
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wiſhed for, came unto them. But: 
hinder (þ& 5 1 the Log 
to his n. ThelE; weighed more w 
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Progh Ain allthis 3 
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| Gel, and all following, 


: 10 Wer; Pas is hes wito * 1 
d t rap People, aud binder chom! 
ada 555 ; with ws the Glory Wenn 
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d does this end Exampledeter Men when KY 
are to Judge in matters of U . from being biaſſed.. 
by, Prejudice? Nothing leſs: ; But every one, as chaſe 
Fewxdid, holds faft-the, Opinions of, his Fathers, Thie 
none do more than Men of Learning, 
them Prejudice bas its Seat and Emmre... Aud can it be 


otherwiſe, while nothing is reckoged Scandalous 
and Diſhonourable than for a Man 22 a Wand 
age or ever ERS! one Minen 45 
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* i Ciceronem in Lucullo, [. Multi] ante ehe g 
© quid-efſet optimum judie are LI; dernde mfr mi 


mo 0 Fempire atatis 
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re not the Stools in may Places School of Fe. 
Iniibet; und the Profeſſors in them tog often He che 
Phariſere, who madoheSrftet ede anden 
def to'thetn from their Anceſtors, not à Human 
- Cojnitient orr the Law, but the very Law of God, ar 
declared all who did not jade conformably to It, an 
 #fbfſed vont tbr Euceth not the Law? Is not the Caſe 
of their Diſciples often the ſame, with that of the 
| Tanthedeſt of the Apdtles, wha imbib&d uch Prejudices 
2 ee oy no 5 
Puble of forming a right Judgment of the Truth, but 
Log violem En 1 and Perſecutor.of it? It was ne- 
callary for Chriff bie by a Miracle from Heaven, 
to'remove'theRrojig prejudices of Education contracted 
by this Veſſel of Election: Many now a-days want as 
Mirdciilous à Cure of their Prejüdices: They elpeci- 
ally who make jt almoſt the greateſt of Crimès to pre- 
tend to examin the Doctrines their Maſters have hand- 
— - mg — 3 the merit 4 As 
Faith by the more or leſs Abſurd Opinions "They b 
lieve, and the greater or leſs e of the Motives 
of their Belief; who then only think Men believe g- 
right, when they believe without reaſon, nay believe 


BGG 19929 69421157 3G Arn eo ut 
_ Beſides What has been already ſaid, how very 12 tq 
corrupt Men's Judgments are the Fnulation, and Emo 

aud Suſpicion," the Hatred and Anger, and Fealouſy, and 40 
thoſe inveterate Paſhons which reign ſo much amoheſt 
5% Menof Learning? dee e 
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Nuhila Mens ( certainly muſt be Clouded and Reafo 

fan, en fettered. where theſe Paſſions have the' 

reonant. Boer. upperhand. They depri ve the moſt ju 
gnant. It y CEP 

dicious of that Clearneſs of Apprehenſion, 

that Eaſineſs and Sedateneſs of Mind, that Candor and 


Moderation and Fairneſs, and that upright Intention, 


which are much more neceſſary to make a right Tudp* 
ment, than the Knowledge of Languages, of Hiſtory, 

of Arts, and the Abſtruſeſt points of Learning. Theſe 
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Tramontanes: And, not to be partial 505 tothe ee 
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"as are 9 the 1 ob All of one 
Ki- 4 or Univerſity. from all | of another. | 
re- be Aon wg to account for this by the dif- 
1d - Fa. Conſtitutions of Men's Bodi rames of thein 
n's (Minds, or Temperatures of the Ait they "one „ Lie. 
ber by N or I know not what 6 ng 21. ors 
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rol live in. No No wonder they are 


wer and'fo warmly defend theſe Things, 0 
1 1 which Men's 5 ate ſo m 5 


n Und the Eyes of 


Should RE oa be perſwaded to what the Church of Rome 


is aiming at, to bid Farewell tg our own Fudgment, apd 
| duke Aoty dur Rilly' of Faith: Yet the Doftors of 


— Church (they muſt Ma this plain deali ) 
| wo 


pP Judoment. 67 
would by no means be the Perſons on whoſe 83 
we ſhould chaſe.to rely. For tis ſo much their Int 
to Judge Jul as they do; their Loſs would be 0 great, 
their Penalty ſo ſevere if they judged otheruiſe; they 
attribute o little to the force of their n Arguments 
they think Fear of Puniſhment ſo neceſſary to mak 
their Doctrines be believed; they prefs blind Aſſent 
much; they avoid and forbid all Examination ſo ri- 
gidly; their beſt Wits are fo little at Li to alter 
any. thing once determined wrong; they place ſo great 
ſtreſs, on the Authority and Traditions of "their An- 
ceſtors, Men not to be compared with therhfelyes, and 
ſufter_themſelves ſo much to be governed by Prejudice, 
that I can fee no reaſon why, if 1 muſt rel on the 
Judgment of ather Perſons and not on my own, I 
ſhould chuſe to rely on theirs above all others. 

I ſhould think the Judgment of ſuch Perfotis ought 
to be of moſt Weight and Authority, wHo cannot well 
be ſuſpeF#d to deceive or be deceived, F bor Grounds 
of ſuch. Suſpicion are fuch I, as give reafou to helieve 
that He who Judges diftrufts, or is not fully; ſatisfied of 
his own Judgment : , Or. apparent Cauſes of his being 
deceived, or Motives to Him to deceive us. This made 
Tacitus to ſupport the Credit of his Hiſtory, fay of 
Himſelf, That, He wrote Without favour or diflike, 
* without Obligations to, or Reſentment againſt 
* of the Emperors.” If we would judge by theſe Rules, 
and not by others either diſputed or wide of the pur- 
poſe, of the Judgment and Authority of the Romiſb 
Doctors: They would find their own Cauſe perhaps 
even leſs ſerved by this way of Authority than by the way 
of Examination. 

But it is a way we have no regard at all to in the 
Choice of our Religion. How much ſoever Men may 

appear to us to be in earneſt Lovers of Truth, however 
diſcerning, however diligent in examining, however 
free from Prejudice and Paſſion, however Candid and 
Sincere ; yet it is neither ſafe nor neceſſary, to rely on 
them in matters of CG and Salvation, We — 
| f 


FP 4 Defenſe f 
| | the Word of Godin which we may our ſclves ſee all that 
is neceſſary to Salvation. If we pray aright, we may 
have the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God to enable us 
to ſee it. We have Teachers who without requiring a 
blind Aſſent, point out to us whatever is neceſſary to 
be known, and ſhew it us that we our ſelves may ſee it. 
H there are ſome Things in the Scripture which the 
Learned only can underſtand, God does not require of 
us who are Unlearned that we ſhould believe thoſe 
things, To conclude, how knowing ſoever the moſt 
Learned Men may be, They know ane but what 
either We can Judge of fore our ſelves, or may ſafely 
e our Judgment in. 

then ſhould we not rely-on God alone, and on 

his Ward, in what relates to Eternity? In this, if in 

any thing, God expects We ſhould rely on Him alone. 
He who has made the Mightief but Val, that we 
might not too much rely on Man's Power ; has alſo 
made the moſt Learned liable to a Thoufand Errors, 
Fallible and Fallacious, that no one might put too much 
/  - confidence. in their Knowledge; but that all of Us 
who wou'd be Chriſt's Diſciples leaving the dangerous 
* of Human Authority uld hearken to our E. 

n s Chriſt ſprain to Usin 10 Gaſpel. 

is the whom n at follow cannot miele 

their Way. He is the Fay, the Truth, and the Life, 

To Him be Praiſe and Glory. for Ever and * 
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AGAINST. 


The Authority of the Magiſtrate 


Pm: no Man has a Right to compel any o- 


ther to be of his Religion, has been ſo often 
proved from Scripture and Reaſon, and con- 
firmed by the Authority of Wiſe and Pious Men, that 
to Write any thing more on that Topick may be 
thought ſuperfluous. But becauſe what may be ſuper- 
fluous, cannot he in any fort prejudicial ;efpectally in 
a point, which, as long as any of the Faithful continue 
to be perſecuted under the odious name of Hereticks, 
needs to be agein and again inculcated: Permit me, Sir, 


to communicate to You my Thoughts upon it. 
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68 Aan n gMapiftrattes 
If any Man could have a Right to compell another 
dy Penalties, to embrace the Religion He thinks true: 
3 e muſt have this Right, either from the Conſem of the 
Perſon over whom He exerciſes it, or by immediate ( om- 
miſſon from. God bimſelf. That no one can have ſuch a 
Right either rey, I hope clearly to demonſtrate. 
5 uſt, He can have no ſuch Right either from expreſs 
or tacit Conſem of thoſe over whom He would exerciſe 
it. For it cannot be ſuppoſed that any Man would 
give another Perſon ſo much Power over Himſelf, as to 
© puniſh him for differing from him inReligion'; or which 
is the ſame, to force his Aſſent,x For this would be 
wholly to make all his Happineſs or Miſery conſe- 
quent on à true or falſe method of Worſhip, depend 
en the Will of another Man; which tis incredible any 
Man would do. Such £ Power no Man either can or 
ought to give another Man. gs 
He carnot- Becauſe tis not in his Power to believe 
all that He himſelf would believe if He could, much 
leſs all that another Perſon would have him believe. 
At the bare command or deciſion of another, ſays 
* Davtnant, no Man can believe, if He would never ſo 
„ fain. He may be ſilent and not contradict. or He 
may give a {light Aſſent, as pe: baps it may be ſo : but 
to exert an act of Theological Faith, without the In- 
formation and Approbation of his Private Judgment 
* 3s impe ſſible- Iwas well ſaid, by the Count of 
* Mnandrla, No cne believes any thing to be true 
* barely becauſe He will believe it; for tis not in a 
* Man's Power to make any thing appear true to his 
© Underſtanding whenever He will.” | 
Nor onght any Man to give another fuch a Power 
over Him, Tho' every Man's Aſſent were ſo entirely 
in his own Power, that He could believe what Religion 
He would to be true; yet it would not be Lawful for 
Him to do this For in this caſe a Man has nota 
Right over Himſelf, ſo as to believe what He will, or n 


promiſe to believe what another commands Him. G 
Every one muſt believe what God /ills, what He is Ni 
| perſwaded 
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Authority over Conſcience. 69 1 
rſwaded in Conſcience it is the Fil of God He ſhould; +, - 7 
delieve, © But leaſt of all may a (Men promiſe to be: 

lieve whatever another Perſon will, becauſe. by this 
zeans He hazards" his Eternal Salvation on one Side, and 

an promiſe bimſelt at beſt but Temporal Happineſs on 


* 
4 
- 


[ he other, | 


ſs MW Neither has any Man aRight by Inmate Connifios 

ic on God to ns another to his an gi 

d en any Man ſuch a Right, He would plainly have heã rr 
to e favoured Error more than Truth; to y which is 
h os lefs than Blaſphemy. For if Reaſon and Argument 
de Ire to determine, Truth has the better of Error; for the 

e- Mrguments for Truth are always the beſt. But if Foxce 

id Ie called in, Error has the better of Truth, beca 
Force is not always on the Side of Truth, but oftner. of 


Error; Such a Right therefore would be an Adyantage 
to Error and a Prejudice to Truth; If it be. ſaid that 
od has given Mena Right of Forcing others to aſſent 
o the Truth only, and not to Error; this does not 
ake the Condition , of Truth at all the better, Fa 
tror, Which always uſurps the Name of Truth, will 
ſo lo uſurp theRight of uſing Farce, and put it in Executi- 
ſe Won; which God can no otherwiſe prevent, but by ei · 
at ther freeing the Miſtaken from their Error, or taking 
from them the Power of Uſing Foree :, neither of which 
t Wwe know by 1he Experience bf all Ages He ever 


does. | 1 3 8 
1e Beſides, this Exception goes upon a Suppoſition that 
a tis already determined all the World over, Which of all 
is the different Seas of Religion is the only Right one. 

This is indeed determined in my Conſcience ; and, as T 
r rmly believe, rightly determined, ſo that without 
y any Fple, I acquieſce in the Judgment of my Cap +— 
mn ſcience. But this, L ſay, is not yet determined All the 
or World over: the difference between me and thoſe who 
a aiſſent from me, who do not ſand to the Judgment of 
or my Conſeience is not determined. The Queſtion is ho 
n. God would have theſe differences in the World determi- 
is ned. If by Argument without Force; Truth then LA 
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then Gol declares in Fayour of Error, which 40 to 


JJ 
I dave ſuppoſed all along in this Argument thus far. 


chat a Man could poſſibly be forced to Allent, and might 
wifer himſelf to be Force d. But as neither of theſe . 
Suppoſitions are true, tis plainly impoſſible God ſhouly 
any way give any Man ſuch a Right. For He would 
- plainly contradiet himſelf, i. 
I. He would have given one Man a Right" to Force 
| Another to Aſſent: and yet on the other hand have 
ade Man's Nature ſuch that He cannot be forced by any 
External violence to aſſent. For whatever great thing 
the moſt Powerful Monarch on Earth can do, yet let 
it unite all his Force, He can never extort from x 
Man ſuch Aſſent: nay, what is more, not God him- 
Kt by the Miniſtry of all his Creatures can cauſe that 
external Force alone without Arguments, or an inter. 


nal Fnlightning of a Man's Mind, ſhould produce Af 
ſent in Him, unleſs He wholly alters his Nature. Ther: 
is nothing, ſays Ladtantius, in which a Man's ow 
„Will aod Conſent is ſo much concern d as in Religt 
on, (He might have ſaid it of any Aſſent in general 
in which if a Man's Mind is averſe to what is done 
*< jt ceaſes to be Religion. | D 
2. God would ha vs given one Man a Right to For: 
another to embrace his Religion; and yet on the oth: + 
hand have laid all Men under an Obligation not to ſuffer J. a} 
themſelves to be forced in this Point. For who will deni ga 
that God both in his Reveal'd Word, and by the Dic] Fa 
rates of Conſcience and Right Reaſon requires of all Me the 
"not to embrace any Religion propoſed to them befor lie. 

"they are fully perſwaded, and convinced that tis true af 4 
and from Him: and to be induced ta ſach Belief” by 

\ Reaſon and Argument only, and not by Human Threat — 
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* VMibil tam Voluntarium eſt quam Religit in gd f anims ſacri 5 
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Aue our Conſcienre. 1 
or Penalties? And what is this but to oblige.all Men ub 
to ſuffer gs wah"; forced into any Religion? How 
can He, who has thus obliged all Men, be ſaid at the 
ſame time to have given ſome Men a Mibt of Forcing o- 
thers into their Religion? Vo $8 een ene 
To make the Foro of this Argument ſtill more 
plain: If God would have Men compelled to embrace 
the N He would either have thoſe com- 
pelled; who already know it is the true Religion, or thoſe 
ho at preſent think it is not ſo. The 5, is ridicu- 
lous: for to compel Him, who already acknowledges 
the Truth is needleſs. The latter is what God has pro- 
hibited Men to ſubmit to eee of Damnation, 
vix. to be forced againſt their cience into a Religi 
on, which they believe in their Hearts to be falſe? 
God commands us to look on ſuch a Man as a Tyrant, 
that uſurps an Authority which does not belong to 
Him: to whom in this we owe no Obedience, but muſt 
without Fear of his Threats and Penalties, but deſpiſing 
them, continue Steady in the Opinion we believe to 
be true. What any one can reply to this I know: not, 
OWE unleſs He will ſay that Force is it ſelf, a Means deſigned 
elig' by God, by which Men ſnould come to the Knowledge of 
eral the Truth, and be enabled to eſchew Error; and that it 
lone I has ſuch a Vertue in it, as to make that appear true to 
8 a Man which juſt before appeared falſe:than which I know 
Forcſ not whether any thing more abſurd can be imagined. 
othe The Papiſts, the great Advocates for Force, will per- 
ſulfe Laps anſwer, that this Argument is conelufive to Prote- 
deni ſtants , who require all to examine the Articles of their 
Dic Faith by their Private Judgment, before they aſſent to 
Med them: But that They are not concerned in it, who be- 
eforſ lieve a blind Aſſent is due to the unexamined Deciſions 


f "ir of their Infallible Church, and that tis juſt and agree- 
2 r reer 


+ Such Proteſtants a Drs. Snape and Sherlock, ave eve with the 
Papiſts, and will have this Argument cancluſeve only againſt Papiſts, and 


able 


rifican rot againſt Proteſtants, 
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„i e eee 

Able to Religion, to puniſh and compel by Force thoſe 
who refuſe 5 Rebellious and * 1 . 

© T own nothing is more contrary to the Principles 
Proteſtantiſm, than Force in Matters of Religion; and 
that Violence much leſs becomes them, than the Church 
of Rome, whoſe pretended Infallibitity in every reſpect 
Favours the Doctrine of Compulſton. But it does not 
from "thence follow that that Church has a Right to 
ue Compulſion, which is thus demonſtrated. .- If Tal- 
ready believe it's Infallibility; 1 need na Force to be- 
lieve all it's Deciſions. If I do not believe it; I ought not 
be puniſhed, becauſe my Diſbelief proceeds fromm igno- 
. rance of the Church's Infalliblity, and not Diſobedience 
toa Church I ownInfallible.AmT to be puniſhed merely 
for not owning the Infallibility of the Church? But 
it is impoſſible God ſhould have given any Church a 
Right to compel me by force to believe this Principle 
becauſe the ſame God requires of me not to ſuffer my ſelf 
to he compelled to believe it, but without fear of Man's 
Judgment, or Human Terrors, to diſbelieve it, as long 
as it appears to me Falſe or Dubious. God expects ot 
me to examine thoroughly a Doctrine of ſuch Moment, on 
which Salvation or Damnation depends, and in this Ex- 
amination, neither to be influenc d by Hope or Fear or 
Force, but only by the Evidence of Truth and Weight 

of Arguments. Kb ah 
The only anſwer the Papiſts can make to this, is, that 
this Doctrine it ſelf, viz. That the Church which 
ons the Pope of Rome for it's Head, is Infallible, is 
not to be examined into, but muſt be believed on the 
Authority of the Church, which declares it's own Infal- 
libility: and that all are to be ſeverely puniſh'd that 
will not ſubmit to it. If this does not appear at fiſt 
ſight abſurd to ſo many wiſe Men: truly they cannot 


only ſtrangely captivate, but wholly renounce that Rea- 
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e Compere Dr. Snape's two grand Poſitions, cited in the Preface, 
-4 | with theſe two of the Papiſts ; which they very nearly en | 9 7 
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50 in Religious. en ahh 1 Know very Well 
how. to exerciſe in all | 
"It appears from what has been b n n Man. 
an have a Right of nba Wl jon, either 
rom. His Conſent, or Divine Commiſſion ;,-a that there · 
fore Wore claims ſuch a n tisan Uſt urper, Whence 
t Clearly. follows, that ctions which have any 
tendency to compel Men 2 55 v. and for ſear of Pu- 
niſhment Into a eligion never [to true, or — wr 
never ſo falſe, however they may deceive the 
carry a he K Fuſe, are mere Acts of juſt 4 5 15 
But-Ftare be bold to go further, aud ay Keil foch 
Actions, h owe ver 28 may think, ot however pi- 
ous the. intent of ſome may be in them, ate in them- 
ſelves mere. Ads of Inpiety. For confider the Reaſon _ 
why another Man refuſes to embrace the Religi on. you © 
tos true. He denies He can e 0 it, i, e. 
i raid of difpleaſing God if He He Err 
tis true, but as long as that Exxor laſt, 
without Sin. For He does in truth "nd God; who- 
ever does What He thinks will offend God. To com- 
pel a Man therefore to do what He thinks himſelf obli- 
ed in Conſcience nat to do, is to .conpel Him: to fin 
and offend God ; Wah, cannot be done Without Inc 
prty. 
And this i is the very Argument the Apoſtles uſed to 
tha who would WA threats, have compelled them. not 
to preach Chriſt's Reſurrection. Whether it be Ri;ht, fy 
they, in the fight. of God to Harken unt 
you, more pig wito God, Fudge e. This AR. iv. 19. 
- the Apoſtles ſaid to thoſe, to whom Chriſt y 


fore have made them Judges in this Affair unleſs the 
tended theſe words to mean 1 * much: You who Ie 
the Doctrine of Chriſt's Reſurrection a Scandalous Im- 
poſture, forbid Us to preach it: But we are perſwaded 
God commands Us to preach it, Judge you now what 
* we muſt do while we are thus perſwaded; whether we 
- mull obey You who EG Silence, or 1 who 
we 


pes doit 


crucified was a 6 J block. They could not there: 
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EEE ores your, C ain, more tha 
q will ap hte granter U confihterit 
ee 


VE and the next, out of fear of evil Penalties to o Fo 


ia 
7 os {weak We can can t think-you ſo. . 
Pilots as d + ns 0 offend "God od,” that we "4 


N A. 


to Aen. X Man deter to obey them out of f Fear 0 
va. . an mw. He is afmid, If He ſübniits 
This Fear! 1s groun leſs Be it 10. t. 1 85 be Thewn 
0 be ſo bx tgument. VIII that is done, the Feat of 
od ihaft with-hold kim from obeyingtheir Comma nds 
ane: the Men at Force do in his Caſe? They have 
regard. to this Fear ih thoſe who diſſent from en; ; 
ef fo 0 nat at all confider that it is God himſelf they 
Fir ut while this Fear remains in their Hearts un 
1 'd,. they oppoſe another to it to outweigh it Ogre 
1; And what now ona Feat t would fo: out-wei 
the Fear of: God, Who is atonfſuming Fue, nd of 5 
uſt judgment? Even the Fear o of the Fear. of 
uman Power, of the threats and terroxs of @groveling 
Worm. What. is this but to require them to dread more 
A Man's, Command than God's Prohibition ; to ſtand 
more in awe. of Human Wrath and Power, than the Di 
Vine Juftice and Ommipotence; to be More afraid ol 


wo 0 Q0'S wo'rsv =» '& a was. 


conſeque ne: of deſerting their Religion; and in ſhort 
Without regard to the Puniſhments of God 3 in _this-Litc 


ever is enacted by Man's Authority ? What can - 
e contrary to Chriſt s Command 
Mar: x. 28: * Fear not them which kill. the Body, but gn 
© not able to kill the Soul: but ratbe! | 
* Him b is able to deo both Body and Soul in 
Tf any Man could be converted by Force, of Hic i 
might be {aid that The fear of the Lord was not the be 
Aim Viſdom in Him, but the Fear of Man, hi 
 . drove the Fear of God out of his Heart, 
In this View I cannot wonder that thoſe who think it 
Sos their Cauſe to force Men's Conſciences ſheuld en 


, deavou 


aL wit nal een 
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deavour by alł che Diſguiſt and Cunning Ciniing they a Mal 
_— &Dodrine fo fall of Hotror ?! 
Some 5 Cafl Believe it to be out With 
Kaner Gul, that ether wein got fubmir 


to — wig 8 t 

oder br dir e 

of: Men thun herd'of 'Balief. 

1d get offf by asking / bat is Conſcience 

asking What js Truth ? J own tis 3 

one to adhere for frivolous Reaſons to # Religion He be- 

heves is falſe; and make Conſc ies Cloat for His g. 

poor But before ſuch a ee e Mid. te a May's 

changs and Ne puniſfied bern n at Naſt th be a8 
rovet-asvther Crimes oh file Oy, 


1 ind hag oughr to be in a Civil Court. 
Hut thistis commonly e ne capable deer roof 

that tis but of very, very few ces le Jon 

[eſpecially if ui > Opp nes it can be ſu 


3 tive probability; as w gr ge fa. 
A e Man ; much 5 


to be admitted in a Bie Court of Judicature. 
For who can help be that the greateſt part of tfioſe 
who profeſs ligion whatever, are fally perſwaded 
their own Religion 2 beſt) This camdt be Mon- 
dered at, if the Nature of Mankind, und thethonfan 
Canſes of Error be conſidered. Nor would chere de any 
pretence for ſuſpecting the contrary, if the ed Namo 
of Apa were not on alt Diſſenters, and Wa 
uſed: to them that lobdly called” fer ſome rcufe 
The words of Sulvian are worth eopfidering. They 
7 ares ſays He, Hereticks, but not knowinꝑly: Ry 4 
4 'Hereticks to Un but ner ſd to- 3 tn; 2905 
Lare ſo fully perſuaded they are Catholiek tha 
Us the ſcandalous Name bf Herericks, 
* \therefore'tliey'pre to Us, wee to them. W. 5 
they do wrong:to the Bon, bye making in Je 
* the Fathei; but they ink we wrong the Parker 
* adyancing : the! don to dne uaAlity gee 
t Truth is wirk Ve, but they! thin kit is with th cs 
f A Honour 65d, bur: % think their Belief” 


4 


ov 


"he Fl wry 

f . 8 to Him. are undutiful, but 
— call chem ſo for, the higheſt _ of 
hey are Ungodly, but they think, what they 
1 om a trueſt Godlineia. Therefore they 
7 1 hy — y Err with a good Conſeience, not out of 
0 but of Affection to God, believing that they 
ore . Honour Him. Th they hade not the 
right Faith, yet i: a4 what they have to de 

5 the perfect Love of | 

is with the ſame . thoſe wha e 
2 repreſented not only as Hexetic ks, but as Ob- 
ſtinate ones. In this charge 1 eaſy to decide whom 
they term Ohflinate. Is it thoſe who perſiſt in a Religion 
themſclyes believe to be Falſe ? Let 5 be as grievous 
a Crime as you pleaſe, but before it be pmiſbed, it ſhould 
| D ſuch Evidence 8s Crimes in Human Ws 

| #4 chal to. by ved by. Or do the: 

N05 e ohinate, Who perliſt in a Religion, which, ws” 
falſe, themſelves believe to be true This is only Error, 
not n it it be O y, what therefore is to 

{ be done withi-thefs Meri; While they ee 
See abore. tinue thus derleadel Or are they Ob- 
| 1: fot, 7 86, have had leiſure, and means 
Lofficient to have diſcovered their Religion to be falſe, 
and have not done it? This I own is a Fault : but be- 
fore it be puniſed it, ſhould be proved by Evidence pro- 
Per in Courts of Judicature, that: it is ſuch a Crime as can 
.and, ought to be taken cognizance of and puniſhed at a 
Civil Bax, This ſeldom is Mnf ge of. when puniſhing 
Hereticks is debated. ' The only Queſtion i is, V bat is the 
Error, not what the Motiues of firft taking it up, or Mill 
perſiſting in it; But in Truth this Crime which is the 
Cayſe of Error, is not of much a nature as to be impeach- 
RE” a Human Tribunal: and beſides,” on true hei- 
nouſpeſs of it can be known to none but He only 
ſearches the Heart, and ſees what: lead — into, and 
holds Rem: in the Errors they profeſs, *Fis i ſafeſt for 
Vs to, *. s no other Judgment than that of Saluian, 
© How en will be 7 — at the dayi of judgment 
: 10 e eee but the Judge can tell.” 


. Soma” 


enters, 


Arbe 
DV, hh, 'tis 5 Label whether of meant . That 
\ really: purpoſe to fliſturb the State, Ts That their 
. 


* rors may and often do occaſion bances in it. 
Thegr/t,xf duly proved, is a Capital Crime: The latter, 
ho it be true, yet is not alle; (becauſe, cho the 
miſtaken Perſon may in meaſure, be guilty, et 
tis of z Crime not of a Civil Nature, nor | 
by Man's Authority: Beſides. that ity. oftner 
that Diſturbances in the State, from — Hit. 
tempered and imprudent Zeal in the Defenders of the 
Truth, than . thoſe who are in the wrong. 

But all theſe Colours, with which the Croley, 9 55 
eee 
Argument agai it or, While to leilen the - 
dium of Perſecution, f imaginary, Crimes are faſtened 
on the Sufferers, tis a Conteſſion, . that but for thoſe 
Crimes they ought not to be perſecuted: And of thoſe 

rimes they are to be reckoned Innocent in Human 
e till are proved apainſt them by 350 | 
Evidence as is requiſite in all Criminal Cauſes. 

But nothing betrays more the, deſperateneſs of. this 
Cauſe, than the laſt. invented Evaſion. A Diſtinctiop 
is made between Force that is W n to 

produee Aſſent, and That whoſe immediate deſign is to 
W They do not apply, Force, they 
ys. eh, to. profes Aſent 7; this they are not, 
ſay,-ſo-,mad to think either, ought or cen bexdone: = 
bur all that they e is by that H to make the 
miſtake! Petſon carefully examine "the, Tputh, which if 
He does. that Examination cannot e Ae. 

This is indeed a new method Teaching. The 
Lane mpeg Fo belioys 8 Cone ion for ira 
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eee wy , 
e of 13 is only to mak 
r Premiſes! Thoſe,” WhO hitherto h 
betieved the Conelufien to be falſe, will by 7 — 
de nuther frighred than perſwaded to make a ſtrict and 
etrate Framination They will be afraid the falthodd 
Sf the” Concliiſion (which if they could they woult 
Willingly believe) will r more eti let to them on 
#dofe Examination; and make it the more 1 le 
for them to give that Aﬀent which is neceflary to avoid 
che Penalty. Are theſe Perſecutors ſo blinded with 
Zeal us not to ſee there is à great differenoe between © 
themſelves and thoſe they perſecute? They beenuſt 
pr? A believe their ou Opinions true, hope that E- 
tion will produce Aſſent. Theſe others who be- 
news it falſe, Tok oh Examination not as the way to 
Aſſent, but as 8 Findrarde to it: and therefore the 
mere deſirbus they are to avoid fulling under the 
: 77 #1 anid/the'greater'the pehalty is they incur 
enting, The leſs carefully and ſeriouſſy will the 
egen the Beere im ſe upon them 
is a mere Blind and Iuggle Pee, for Peeſber: 
tors to lay, They do not compel Men to Een but to 
* Exantine, If 'this were all their meaning, why are not 
the Laws made - in this caſe expreſſed in ſome- fach 
'thafifier as follows: We enjoin you to examine care 
fun the Doctrine we propoſe, which done, you are 
e Hen, ut not Aﬀert, as you You ſee Bvuidencse; but 
het if vou do this, you will fee ſufficient Evidence 
bs, Wa ee mad bp ob On the contrary they 
always ſpeak in a much different Tone to this purpoſe, 
We enjein your td belicoe' the Doctrine we 
bh 221 our buſineſd therefore to examinè it, but a3 not 
| of ſeeing'the Truth of it; if you do, we ehact 
$1 4 and fach a * Pehatty: And this, it — is not 
Fgrcing Men to ent, but only to Examin ! 
But, you will ſay... rs 00 the Truth, if r3: 
40 75 e examine pul not gain Af 77 
not. they, t who do not Aﬀſept to be; ſup: 
BY ſed not to have re rightly <xamined, an therefore 
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Klee e 1 Give. 45 
ned; * all te ga 
* 3 7 anlt-or Tocher in u l ah 12 ent Fon 
a 

judice, and Habits thence contracled : And are t 

civitnature? "How cafily a Man may believe an . 

was long infected with the -H ot the e 

or deſervin ent. Hear hom hen converted 

to Orthodoxy He. beſpeaks the Matches. Let 93 
1 arrive at Truth, .how: Rad to keep dlear of 

ei Let thoſe perſecute 1 * — not hat 


pupiſpable an 1 5 | W | rightly e 
ult that common is owing 
125 8 
the grolleft Errors A tin knew hy Experieno, 
* But this He ripe a Crime of Civil Nature 
8 Way He, ite You, who know .not how 
a OE of 7 it is tc ile ebe In 


< Groans are fer; in any py gee to und 
© God. - Laftly, Let thoſe perſecute You, who, never 
were themſelves miſtaken as they = Tou are Then 
He adds, I-onght to bear with Yau, with the 
. Patience as my e Oh, with me, when -I 
< was a blind and ay Bigot for your Error. 
But if Prejudices, and as Ain W Be 5 


jon are what hinder the Erroneous from 


ee the Truth; to what purpoſe, are Ciuil Pe- 


nalties? Can they remove theſe Pr eiudices 
ginations? Can they heal the Ey of the Irward Men 


"as 10 make it able to bebold its Sun? Herſecution will 


rather blind itz it will ruffle the calmneſs fa 
"Mind, it will make Men averſe and ſuſpiciqus) 05 the 
'Trath, and leſs inclinable to affent to it. There is 


nothing in ia a Man values OP more, than 


_ lt. 1 a * * 
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* N. B. oaks arch 75 two eee contrary Principles, the ne c 
.the other Evil, was much more abſurd to Reaſon an — 0 
Sn, then any Opinions now generally condemned. as  Hereſoes,” 


'S "+ te? Mi eee | 

1 In this 4 more particular] 

we are, As . 9 Like 1 wore. pars ally 
[ſpirited Hoi managed Witk an eaſy 9— 
belt feats loſe their Force, when they 1. i 
[1 


to bedefigned i to pa but extort Aﬀent, 


10 pierent his Apoſtles forſaking Him, choſe 
mid Words in ye alſo go away? 57 a8. the moſt: e e 
tus! to. perfwade them. 

This, Sir, 1 8 the en ty ml Nag cop- 
cerning propagating Religion orde; and it nece/- 

e Duelle they hold. Wee 

will Lage what my, "Father has wrote at large on 
Subje&; will find it there compleatly handled... I c — 
not help Smiling, whenever I nk of that paſſage of 
Martin Becamns, where to the Queſtion. Np ethe the 
vil Magiſtrate" may inſti? Capital, Panyſbments, on Here- 
*$"efoks for 15 Hh, He . . The Caly 105 
5 "the Lutherans de * it, me Di Kad. The 
c 5 1 ſeems are too cru?l, the pit 100 gentle, 
the Jeſuits only are for Moderation!“ If any of the 
Reformed, -provokett by the Madnefs, the Blaſphemy, 
'the' Deceits, the riotons Behaviour of ſome Here- 
ticks (as Ain heretofore by the Villanies of the Cir- 
cumbelljon) may ſeem to have been too ſevere a 
them in their Writings or their Actions, which yet I 
hete rather ſappoſe than Punk: yet this ſurely ou : 
not to have been ch by the Jeſuit on all 
Viniſts in general, whole Principles He could not be z bs 

| . were entirely inconſiſtent with Perſecution, .. 
| ny of the Orthodox Divines, Lawyers, or Phi- 
| uber think that in ſome Caſes of Religion the Ma- 
giſtrate may ſometimes draw bis Sword, tis only-1n 
fach Caſes, when Miſtakes in Religion are blended 
with other Crimes _ to Civil Cognizance. Whe- 
ther that happens as often as is pretended, is a queſtion 
of Fact, I ſhall not now determine. This is certain, 
they therefore only are of Opinion theſe Miſtakes 0 

puniſhable, becauſe they think them neceſſarily 
tended with Criminal Efe&5, that OR all Joubt 5 
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be punnh- 
but only 


Argument, 
ca 1dalaters, 


mong the People, and ſeduce others 

to the ſame gin, This was Treaſon, of Subjects againſt 
their Sovereign.” Tis notorious that in the I brocracy of 
the Holy Nation God was ia the ſame manner Sovereign 
of che Iſraslites as Alexander was of the, Macedonians. 
And therefore to deſert from, and acknowledge any 
other Nixg beſides Fehovob, was juſt the ſame Treaſon in 
this People, as ta Deſert Alexander, would have been 
in the Abe en 
But what if —4 of the 1/raelites had really believed 
the Gods, to Worſhip He ſeduced his Country- 
men, were true Gods: Would God have commanded 
ſuch a miſtake in Religion to be puniſned? I anſwer : - 
God at that time governed his People in ſuch a ſenſible 
and viſible manner, that His Subjects could no more 
be ignorunt that ab was their King, than the Ma- 
cedoniam chuld help 1 they had no other 
King but Alexander. If this be not ſatisfactory, I ſay 
further, that we may ſuppoſe the Lawgiver of the Fews 
certainly foreſaw that no one ever would commit Idola- 
try out of pure miſfale, but always out of - vohuntary 
Miciedueſi and Impiety. For God was their Lawgiver, 
who was Omniſcient, and could foreſee all the Effects 


of his Laws; and alſo ſo Juſt and Good, that He not 


only would not deal hardly or injuriouſſy by any, but 
even would not exact theurmoſt rigour in his - 
1{hments.- The Iſraelites therefore could not be too ſe- 
vere in putting this Law in Execution: Eſpecially 
when their King and baths was preſent with them 

in 


is: ant ale Mag ine 
in ſo ertreordinary a manner, tbatzif lin aby inftar 
it was > t too ſevete to inflict the 5 
He might be conſülted in it, and by his Prophets or 
his Priefls; or ſome other way, eee eee 
Lev tiv. To, c. 8 dax 1 Dunant) 157 
Tour Favourite Writer Grotius ſintes this Caſe in hi 
3 on Matt. xi11. 41. Some, lays He, defend the 
eruelleſt meaſures by the example ot the Law, 
Put to ſay nothing now of the different Spirit of the 
* Old and New Law, I ask whom does that Law con 
cer ꝰ Thoſe only ho with the moſt wicked Intent 
endeavoured to ſeduce Men froni the One true God, 
0 « then God whom Nature taught, and ſo many -ſuper 
* natural Miracles had more fully di ſcoveted to thein. 
But moſt of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith are 
not known by the Light of Nature, dut by Ravelatim 
2 „fm Heaven: And the Miracles that at firſt were 
© wrovght in Confirmation of that Religion, were de- 
ſigned t to confirm the Truth of the Nelꝝion in ge- 
* weral, and not of ſuch particular Articles as are nom 
« diſputed, &c. I do not mean to excuſe the Gaulonite: 
* an Tbenda, who under pretence of R ſtirred q 
* up Wars and diſturbed the State, or the elhon © 
in Africa, who practiſed Robbery; or any ſuch like] 
perſons: for Crimes are Crimes, whatever Name they 
© are called by, and ſo much the more deteſtable, the 
© more ſpeciouſly they are diſguiſed. - But I would have 
Action diſtinguiſhed from Opinions which are not 
things equally in our own Power: And alſo a dit. 
rence to be made between Opinicus themſelves either 
with re regard to their Nature as they are more or lef 
removed from true Piety, or to the Cunſer that lend 
Mien into them. And in all don! caſes the moſt 
* fovonrable and beſt ntored: 1 is to by ner, * 
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;we fall under that Rebuke of e * Ie know. 
e | 
The Arguments: for Compulſion and Popithment in 
atters of Religion taken the New Teftament are 
ery trifling, and ha ve been anſwered over and oyer.. I 
11h the Anſwer were as eaſy to the Laws made by our 
-mper2Fs. ag „ eee They do not all ot them 
dem (with Stephen Bathor 1 of Poland) to have 
placed Dansrict over Conſcience among, thoſe, e 
which God bas reſerved to Himſelf alone, as 

has! Creation a Prediffion: at ſeaſt they do roy em 
always to have well con ſidered what was 2 
Dominion over Conſcience. 1 leave you, Sir, to explai 
or Excuſe. as * _— fit their ſeyere Imperatoria al 
Edict 

A chi be allowed, it wall * ſaid, then, is the Or: 
thodox Magiſtrate obliged to tolerate all manner of 
Errors-in hidBadjects? Hel is ſoandeed, it there be no 
other Ramedy for chem but Force and Civil Penalties, Bur 
1 deny this is the only Remedy, I deny it is the propereft, 
nay, I deny it is Remedy at all. There is no conſe- 
guenoe then in this Argument; The r ma 
not extirpate Erroneous Opinions by Force and Civil 
Penalties: Therefore He maſt tolerate tem: 
Chriſt. came not to deſtroy Men's Souls t to ſave 
chews ; He would not have Fire called for from Hea- 
ven — -. jr ther " 0 
rate dangerous Errors eg pr the 
Arms of their Warfare were nat Car nal: Did They There- 
fats tolerate the Errors of the Fews and Genti;es which 
They were ſent to — Did the 1 


Chriſtians h knew how. to ſuffer, hut not to 

Wiolence, te; Errors? = contrary, | 
if ever any; were. were irreconcilea ble  Kneipixs; of 
2 I Error, Which with unrelenting 79 7 they Wi 
with even ta Death, attacking! it; wit E Eteateſt 
visgour and: Reſolution, and defeating it with 10 
\ Socceſs than-alb the Power and Force of. Man united, 
* we 855 the Empiiſtgrs, — e Torpuiers rig, Ih J 


Wort 1 


— e , 
I World, all the Legt, and Arme, an Dragoon: that 
have been raiſed againſt 'Hereticks and Unbelievers 
yer did. Will thoſe'who maintain that every. Privat: 
Chriſtian is obliged to War ny vid the Errors 
that ure Enemies to Holineſs, ſay that the Orthodox 
ey in this Caſe muſt lye ſtill, and by his neg. 
Higence ſuffer them to ſpread amongſt People commit. 
ted ta bis Care? the. Magiſtrate; whoſe Example and 
Authotity may be much more effe&tuel' to robt them 
out than that of any Private Man? 
Hoy much may He contribute to the doing this 
effectually, if He takes due care thut his Subject be 
re: ly inſtructed in the true Religions ſo amor 
nly to underſtand and retain in their Memories, but, 
what is of the greateſt moment, to be fully andi:that 
roughly ſatisfied and convinced of the Truth of the 
chief Heads of it? If He ſpares no Coſt sor Labbar, 
that thoſe who are appointed to inſtruct them boti in 
the Churches and the Schools be in ſuffſcient number, 
well qualified for thoſe Offices and veſted: with ſub 
ficient Authority; that they be conſtantand faithful in 
diſcharging their Truſts, and by their Examples add 
weight to the Doctrines they teach; and that neglecting 
all uſeleſs, infignificant curious Queſtions, the out thing 
weedful be every where inſiſted on, and i both 
in private and in publiee . 
Hou much may He contribute to this, if He pro- 
vides that no Perſon be employed in confuting Errors 
either by Diſputation' or in Writings, that is not 355 
_ pally qualified to do it: but ſuch only, as 
undlerſtand the nature of the Evil to be cured, the ſource 
of it and the propereſt Remedy to be applied: Such as 
are not only able to ſhew clearly: the weakneſs ot So- 
phiſtical Reaſonings and u falſe Opinion; but alſo by 
their pathetick Diſcourſes, to remove the prejudices: of 
the miſtaken, and aſſwage thoſe Paſſions which obſtruct 
their ſeeing and embracing Truth: Such, in ſhort, as 
come up to Qvyintilians Deſcription: of an Orator, ate 
good Men (I add good Chriftians, Piqus, Gentle, Hutn- 
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ſpridg,/ may be egrly rote: 


Herejies, which. are works f the. F 
ed. cut. of . 
Piety; may there flouriſh in 71 — Pro-. 


a great help to orm a right Jug] 

2th the Truth: And that the Loyg d Fer 
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as | whence at laſt they proceed to Fat than 15 
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of clamations againſt the U gs, Lo of 

ct hbyion, which makes Men 
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ing vinca, which Chriſt expreſſy abs. Tb . . 
grees deprave the Imaginatigus o 
they 
te Men of een nd WiId Com eee f 
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try de ear] rded by Love and 
1 3 and 1 efty, Wa el ones No- 


ay, who by a ſhew ef Piety deceive others, and. 


* Sins and Vicez, would be rendered inefte&ual. 


F He ke cate 8 58 who ate deſigned fon the 


Ambition, 'Conceit and Se ſufciemcy, —.— 
ey in their Enquiries, all ke £5.67 n making, and 
7 in ſtanding a> their 1 that ſuch —— 
overpowered by any of theſe Habits, that 
eng ld K Hopes of Their Amendment, de drawn oft, 
as much as may be —.— Studies: and eſpecially 


that all Perſons of -arroga aployeton uneaſy, violent, 
n be key kept emp ed on things of another 


But of all that a Religious Magiſtrate ny — 
the Seryice of Religion, nothing can inore contribute 
bott to prevent and cure pernicious Errors, than his re-. an) 
tnoving all Scandals and things that give offence from the I car 
Cathblick Church por 5 that zenders3t's Doctrines I He 
Tuſpected to thoſe who' are without, and makes them con · © 
elude therm falſe from the Fruits they ſee them produce, ¶ in 
as well 48 Jome with complain, that no body believes I the 
them in. earneſt, even among thoſe hes profeſs i 
them. 2 Magiſtrate has room enough to ſnew I Ct 
his Zeal for Reli Here Force and Civil Puniſh- wi 
ments may be 1 ied. Here his le, and his the 
Tore may be of great Service, and have good Effects. of 

y them He may provide that Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline | M. 
* 1577 red ad exerciſed with a due Mixture of Se- {ci 
oderation'. 
kit this 7. Reely! the Attempts of not "A 


which is much to be lamented, deceive thoſe-moſt-who ill © 
are moſt concerned at the practice of all manner 


e great ſupport of Faraticiſm ; and of Deiſm and 22 


too Would fall to the ground. For as long as ſo 
250 to Hang Reli 


, b. wilt always be in the 


Bree of the as Refortpers of Chriſtiani- 


fo 22 Profans Men will SITY ihe inſuwate that all 
| * pee: 


"i n 
ad, ¶ pretences to Religion — — 1 
the rt — hat:profeſs t. '- 


md If the Magi 
Vo- in his power + 
els WM He tolerated Error and-1 


are Church; when | inſtead of — Mew by Threats ts 
ere ſilence, and by Penaltits to play the N dis- 
f, ſembling the Ertors they Dies vil it ſelf is 
ny gtruck at, and rooted effectually arid! for ever out of 
their Breaſts. May not they with more juſtice be ſaid 
to tolerate Error, who by Perſecution prevent onlyi the 
ont ward Profeſſion. of 4 the Error they leave ſtill ãn 
full poſſeſſion of Men's Minds? / Tis here the paiſon 
lurks, and bence muſt be expelled; if we — 
any thing to the purpoſe. Tis ridienlous for Him; whb 
cannot do this, to aſſume the Title of a- Connienter. 
He does not take away the Evil, but eftabliſhes, 
encreaſes it, — in 7 my — Who 5 | 
in an Error in uilt o iety too Ld 
8 therk Wn. She I 4 - 
There are not, it ſeems, H 
Church already: — —— 
with ſuch ſort of Vermin. Who does: — 
the tranſition is from hence to Atheiſin and — > 
of Wickedneſs? What good can be expected from ſuoh 
Men when they have once broke dotyn the Bar of Con- 
ſcience, and forſwore That Faith they loaked om as the 
ching moſt Sacred in the World. Tis a miſtake to think 
Se- their Impiety will ſtop here. For (as the Poet days 7} 
nd, | © who ever ſet any Bounds to his Sins, when once He 1 
vho Ml laid aſide Shame and hardned his Conſcience? Will 


ner © ſuch a Man ſtop at one ſingle Villa? 64 
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the Peceandi finem poſit. J, quando recepit, 1 1 
je dum ſemel attrità de mente ruborem 7 
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may int e Iſraelitet to 
>. — againſt Error with much better fucceſs.; He 
| not rely in theſe, muſt be ignorant how 
Clmiſtianity made its way in the Work and unacquaiſit- 
ed with the — Erith. If with theſe we courage 
vuſſy make the Attack, we ſhall not need the help of 
Force: God will bleſs and proſper the lawful Means 
appointed by himſelf. Ie neglett theſe, Force will not 
fand Vs in ſtead i nay;the more we neglect them, the 
mote unjuſt — employ wall be. For when 
we wou d patch up with Penalties the Rents and Schiſins 
occafioned by: our A les, we act juſt like an Idle care 
defs Schoohmaſter, who Chaſtiſes with blows and 
* the Ignorance of his Scholars, of which He is bimſelf 
9 and ought ly to be puniſhed for. Ani 
fuch « whipping Pedagogne by his Tyranny makes 
— more Learned hut more Stupid, and a. 
verſe to Learning; ſa theſe terrible Inquiſitors hy their 
hreais'and penalties make not ane Man more Religious, 
| vf cuncrit with their Religion. : Accord 
e ſe that there is the leuſt true Re- 
:where hem are the moſt rigidly compelled to the 
ee ' And tis no wonder the Chriſtian Reli- 
—— produce in many Countries the Fruits it 
ght to as. 1 It is, alas! no longer be- 
Reded in earneſt ! And indeed how ſtiould it? It is no 
2 For eee by Pfreſv⸗ Arguments, bats im- 


er 2 — — diſgraceto Chriftianity than fo 
to defend it, as if — it could not be -propa- 
ated, nor preſerved Pure, without Force and Violence 
not this give all the World reaſon to Tuſpe& That 
all it's Votaries are ſo by Force, none by Conviction ? 
I cannot enough admire, that the Romiſn Doctors 


while they are contiunally inſi ſting on the Topick off 


* are not ſenſible that this thing alone is — 


ib» 
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Authority over: Conſciente. 9 
td ſhake, nay, overturn all the Authority 0 Re Wet 
of their Church. I own there are many Se 1: Dic. 
Men of Parts and Learning, of great Vir 
tues and i vements of Mind in that Communion, 
And who would not be ſwayed: by the Judgment of ſuch 
2 number of Great Men, were their judgment but 
Free? Who would not have great Regard and Deterence 
for the concurring Sentiment: of ſo many Men of note, if 
they were free to chuſe whether they would concur or not? 

But their Authority loſes all it's weight with me, as 
ſoon as I conſider, that they date not but adore all the 
Deciſions and Ordinances of the Church: when I reflect 
not without the deepeſt concern that ſo many of the 
Learnedeſt Men in the World are not at Liberty, 
without running the greateſt riſque imaginable, to de- 
part from any one thing that has been formerly defin d 
by Men of no Learning, and in no reſpect to be compared 
with Them When I ſee that the utmoſt Glory, Learning 
and Application, for which our Age is famous more than 
all that have gone before, can ever attain to, is That of 
Submjhon and Obedience: And that they can be em- 
ployed in nothing but palliating abuſes and colouring 
over Superſtition jntroduc'd by Unhappy Barbarous 
Ages: when I ſee what Loſſes and Penalties any one 
certainly incurs who dares attempt to ſhake this Founda- 
tion on which the Fabrick of the Church of Nome is 
built; that during the groſſeft Ignorance of ſo many dark 
* Ages,it always continued Infallible in it's Deciſions of Articles 
f Faith, When J conſider all this and more, Pardon 
me, ye Learned Doctors of the Church of Rome, if in 
this View, your Judgments do not weigh ſo much with 
me, as they would do if they were freer. Let your 
Church once remove this Terror, this Sword that hangs 
over your Heads and awes You; and your Authority 
will be every where much regarded. Why does it bog- 


gle at doing this? does it diſtruſt your Apprehenſion 


or yonr Integrity? does it diſtruſt it's own Arguments 


explained and ſet in the fulleſt Light by the labour 


and paius of its greateſt Genius sꝰ does it diſtruſt it'sown 
M Autho- 


90 Aainſt the Magiſtrates. 
Authority, which is, it ſeems, ſo plain, that the dulleſt 
Mortals who are entirely unqualifyed to examine into 
5 Religion, yet cannot help ſeeing and feeling that ? Does it 
diſtruſt its own Antiquity, Continuance, Splendor and Un- 
interrupted Succeſſion of it's Biſhops ? it's Perpetuity ſo ſo- 
lemnly aſcertained to it by Chriſt? and the Sxries of 
Miracles continued in it down to the preſent times? 
Are not the fifteen Notes of a true Church ſo clearly dif- 
covered in it by the Great Bellarmine ſufficient to keep WM w 
Men in it's Subjection? Are all the efabliſbed Prejudice: I n 
by which alone Hereticks are condemned without Ex- t! 
amination, together with all the witty and ingenious if 
contrivances to convince them, inſufficient for this End? MW a! 
Further ftill { Are all the Benefices, the Privileges, the MW d 
Preferments in Poſſeſfron or in Proſpect; are all theſe too = 
inſufficient to keep Men in the Catholick Faith? Is the t 
Fear of Puniſhment over and above all theſe ſo neceſſary ? f. 
Is the Catbolick Faith in fo bad a plight, as to want as 
great, nay greater Barbarities to fupport it, than to ſup» 
port Mabometaniſm ? Is this then the Firm Rock, on 
which your Church is built: this it's Security from the 
Gates of Hell prevailing againſt it? I muſt tell you, 
all the World is convinc'd that you thus think your © 
ſelves. Pope Paul the Fourth openly avowed it, who at 
the Point of Death, when the Maſk is off, and we ge- 
nerally ſpeak from our Hearts, recommended to the 
Cardinals the Holy Office of the Inquiſition as the 
ONLY MEANSOF PRESERVING THE 
CHURCH; and 'd of them to eſtabliſh it all 
over Italy. Ought the Authority of this Church, which can- 
not ſtand but by the help of Force, be of ſo great weight 
— to determine our Faith againſt Reaſon, Senſe and] 
ipture? | — 
But whether am I launching? how impertinent is this | 
Digcefſion in a Letter to a Friend? Pardon me, Sir, I 
forgot I was writing a Letter; the uſual length too of 
which I fee I have much exceeded. I conclude it with the 
wiſe and pious ſaying of Maximilian the Second. He ſaid, | 
that He did not claim an Empire over * 
* 


Aiwhority- auer Conſcience. 97 
* which. was the Prerogative of God alone, and that He 
thought no Sin greater than to attempt it.“ And that 
* thoſe who pretended to it, invaded the Dominion of 
Heaven, and for it not ſeldom loſt their Power on 
: — to their Eternal Shame and Diſgrace to all Po- 
ſterity. voy n\34: fe : | 
You have, Sir, my Thoughts on this Topick. In fo 
long a Letter, in nothing ps like a Letter, but it's 
want of exactneſs, no doubt you wall ſee I have often 
nodded. - But you correſpond with a Man whowall nei- 
ther Forcs others, nor You to agree with Him; and who 
if He makes any miſtake, needs not to be Forced by 
any, much leſs by Tov, to correct himſelf. Reaſon is In- 
ducement ſufficient, eſpecially backed by. your Authority, 
Farewel, and keep this Letter, ſuch as it is, if you ſhall 
think it worth while, for a perpetual Token of my At- 
tection to You, 215 485 


Bale. Feb. J. 1702. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


Forgot to mention one Argument againſt Force, 

which will, I know, Sir, he of great weight with 
You, viz. * That it is the greateſt obſtruction poſſible 
* to the Advancement of Learning : as appears trom 
the Barbarity that reigns in all thoſe Countries where 
the Inquiſition flouriſhes. A 

Their Tyrannical Prohibition and Deſtructionof Books 
are one great hindrance to the Encreaſe of Learning But 
there is a further Reaſon: For, as Twlly ſays, © the Siſter Arts 
* haveallſome common tye, and are joyned together as 
it were by a near Relation 7 one another.” By all 

- 


92 MApainſt ile Magiſtrates. 
Liberty of Judging therefore being forbid under ſevere 
Penalties in Divmity, the ſame Liberty muſt by degrees 
decay in all ctber Arts,” in Philoſophy; Hiſtory, Cri- 
ticiſm, &c. eſpecially now Divinity is ſo much 
blended with all other Sciences, and the Counſel of 
the Great Lord Bacon ſo little regarded, To give un- 
* to Faith the things only which are Faiths: and the 
number of Artieles of Faith by the Abuſe of Eccleſi- 
aſticks every day encreaſing ; a Right to de which is 
now openly claimed in the Church of Rome. Who, 
when all Liberty is reſtrained, will heartily apply bim- 
ſelf to Studies, in which if He departs one Inch from 
the Road chalked out by Authority, He muſt expect 
the extremity of ill Uſage? Learning will have no Vo- 
taries, if there is ſuch hazard in it. Farewell to Let- 
ters, it ſafety is to be had only in Blind Aﬀent and Igno- 

rance, if Fear once gets ſuch an Aſcendant over Men, 
as tis ſaid to „ Spain, > op is a per- 

8 8 al ſilence in Matters that any way 
4 Tln ? . Religion,“ (and what may not 
on. « Ons the Holy Office make ſome way or other 
cConcerned in it?)“ and for fear of happens 
ing ſome time or other to drop any thing undeſignedly 
* about it, Men forbear ever to think at all of the 
Matter, N r: 
Does this . Sir. affect You ? Does not Force 
ſeem to you ſomething Horrid? To You, who love 
nothing more than Learning, nor hate any thing more 
than Barbarity. I could not but add thus much. Once 
more Farewell. F 
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HERE is no Proteſtant who 8 
the Reuniting the different Sects of Proteſtants 
would be a Work Hoe only excellent in it ſelf, 
nd very — 9 to God, but alſo of great uſe, 
ce ay the utmoſt neceſſity to preſerve the Proteſtant 
„e [burches, and promote the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt in 
re eſe troubleſome and dangerous Times. But at the 
ce Eme time tis as generally agreed, that tis a work ex- 
remely difficult, not to ſay entirely. impoſſible, and 
ne of thoſe things which tho much to be wiſh'd yon, 
et there is little hope of : accompliſhang! 2 

The Reaſon of this is, the greateſt part f Divines 
ive themſelves no further trouble about it, believing they 

ay ſpend their time and labour much more 
me other wav, than in a projet of which e 7? 

/ romiſe themſelves any fuaccels. > 299 lvl #45 
I | Nevertheleſs, ſince the Impoſſibility Men have ima 
* * of ſuch a Reunion proceeds more from-qhe bad 
yu | 
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Ma of the 5 weneng have — hes fro: 

t I y any unconquera ties int 
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thing con clear up this ma 
ter. I have drawn up in a few. Wonds ſome Conſideral tan 
_ in which the two following Heads a = 
t 
ö E What that Reunjon of Proteſtants is w vo 
ſhould endeavobr to eſtabliſn. 0 fre 
2. What is neceſſary to be done for that End. th 
I. This Reunion neither can or ought to be made tiff an 
conſiſt in bringing all fides to an entire Unitormity a ty 
Doctrine, which never was, nor ever can be amon lo! 
Chriſtiaps. ws Be 
(a: Betauls of the great "7 8s nay cor th 
there is between Men, ariſing from their different Conf Hi 
ſtitutions and Inelinations, the different Gifts witi nc 
which God has bleſſed them, Alas different Education ba 
Opportunities, Leiſure and. Means of Inſtruction; 2 pa 
I of the great Prejndices and Paſſions to which liv 
Chriſtians are as liable as other Men. 1 
2. Becauſe tho the Holy Scripture (beſides whidifto h 
Proteſtants allow no Judge) be indeed ſufficiently clea II 
anall sneceſlary to Salvation; yet it does no cor 
IE all —— tions, which are oft T1 
ren and matter only of orioſity, and about whicly* /c 
| as well differ, Men about an pert 


other Points of the like-nature. * 

3. Becanſe.the:Principle ot Proeſtantiſin, on — 
the Reformation:ia wholly and ſolely built, is that everyſthi 
Chriſtian has a Right to examine all Doctrines propoſedſ the 
to Him, without ſubmitting blindly to any Humaff wy 
Authority —— to bring all Chriſtians tq; not 
an Uniformity of Opinion in all Articles, would! by* 
to deprive — this Right, and exact blind Obe 
dience of them, as the Church of Rome does: Na) 
tven to go beyond that Church, which does not i 

ictly ſubje& Men's Conſciences, but that a v ä 
P On is allowed & in oven 
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f Proteſtants, muſt cunſiſt — — und de 
Kablilhed un ſuch « foot, that it fiſt notwith- 


tanding theſe inevitable differences, 1 in — 
15 in nothing but this, That P 


ſhould look on thoſe Differences us Uns. 
voidible Inconveniencies that can never be baniſhed 
from among Chriſtians, and bear with one another in 
them as Chriſtianity requires, and as Men beat with one 
another in other Human Frailties; that ſo this Di verſt: 
ty of Opinion may not hinder them from owning a 
loving one another as Members of the fame Spititu 
Body, and as Brethren; and — this ſincere und 
truly Chriſtian Union being deeply rooted Tor 
Hearts;they may profeſs it Pabel) Nbeſdre the Worl 
not only by all Acts of Charity and Brothefly L 
bat eſpecially by making but one Communion” mw 
partaking to of the Lord's Supper, the meg 
lively ſign of the Communion of Chriſtian s. 
This is in ſhort the Notion which I think Men vage 
o have of à Reunion of Proteſtants. 
II. It will now be asked How ſuch a Retenion may be 
compaſſed. 1 anſwer : It all depends on this fitigh point, 
That all ſides ſhould - acknowledge they are obliged "DOR. 
which ſcience to join in ſuch an Union.” Were Men ef all 
perfwaded of this, the difficulties thut are apprehended 
would inftantly vaniſh. To determine whether all No- 
teflants are ſo obliged,” we need on ily" to be convinced of 
his one Truth, That thoſe of al Com, as well 
thaſe who in the preſet . Opinions are in the 
"| __ a; thoſe w arc inthe rg right (uch are ſo 1 do 
Irot now determine) © wotwithfanding tbeir Erromsus 
lai bej* Opinions, continue tine Members of the Church of Chyift. 
for if notwithſtanding theſe Opinions they are iter 
Ineſt, and to all intents and purpoſes true Chriſtians ; tis 
Is clear as the wm that we are obliged in Conſcience to 
own and acknowledge them for ſuch; as ſuch to hold 
Communion with them, and fignify it openly to the 
World, and that without delay, and without telapſe. 


I 


8 an ere \ 


| dog, v ar obliged in Conſcience to this. Ti 


——— 
ng, or one a ence ! It ia 
— 2 either to on this Reunion is an In. om 

ble Duty chat. ma7\ not be left: undone, — 2 


feed a moment without greatly offending 
Chriſt our common Head; or to profeſs right, 
add in plain Words, that we do not hold thoſe. Prote: 
ſtants, who! ate in the wrong in ſome controverted 
prints be true Chriſtians For at they be true Chriſtian 
them hold as many, and as great Errors as tis poſſible 
dor true Chriſtians to hold (and true Chriſtians are 
. Infallibley) yet they make together with thoſe 
r more pure, but one Church, and one 
I 2 and therefore cannot with any ſhadow 
barred the External Communion of -thefſ; 
n no appears to me deciſive, unleſs it be ſaid 
22 has given Ui a Right, Us who are. buty ; 
Men, to make a difference. between the true Membe 
of his Kingdom, and to receive to Communion ſuc 
only as agree with us in all things, excluding and cut 
— his Myſtical Body and Church, at. leaſt 
externally (Which is all we can do) many who con 
tinue true > Members of Him, and whom He owns at 
ſuch; cutting them off, I ſay,-. for, every difference c 
and whatever we think an Erroneous Tenet 
But this I cannot think any true Chriſtian will ſay. 

On this one Point then an depends, That Proteſtan 
of all fides will clearly and fincerely, without Prevari 
cation or Diſguiſe, anſwer the Queſtion, juſt now, prof; 
,poſed-- I repeat it again: Tis, not which Sect is 11 
the right, which in the wrong; but, what we are ti 
think of thoſe who are in t e wrong. whether, not 
< withſtanding their Errors, n are to be n pol 
« as true Chriſtians or not. | | 

Of thoſe, who anſwer: they are to be lenkeds upon 
- reve Chriſtians, T1. deſire only, that following be Di 
tates of their Conſciences they would A according t 

what they acknowledge to. be right with their Heart ; * 
7 Al 
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and Tongues. And then ſo far the Point is | 
al nl into farther Eee of Bang ge 
tring into tations, 
£-v4 contriving Conditions of Peace, or inventing 
dei means of reconciling Opinions that appear to contra: 
dict each other. With this bare Profeſſion the Peace js 
"_ made, the reſt will follow neceſfürily and of Courſe. 
— el urn who will anſwer that they 
cannot acknowledge any Man for a true Member of 
the Church of Chriſt, wh thinks not as they do in the 
controverted Points: Theſe. Men moſtbuk-thisJudy- 
ment of theirs on one of theſe two Principles. 
Either that 2 
JChriſt, that is held in come 


nn. 


| Or, dee He cannot —.— believe all 72 
in common oteffants, nor co 1 Bo 
"TY Praiſe by ſuch Belief, 7 
The f of theſe is eaſily, — in fea: Words con | 
fated. - *Fis but to rehearſe briefly all thoſe Points of 
Doctrine in which all Proteflants agree, all the Articles 
of their Worſhip, Publick and Private; all the Parts 
J and Ads of True Faith; Repentance and Charity, and 
in a Word, all the Duties of Chriſtianity which are 
| by. all agreed on: And then to put the Queſtion to any 
IJ one who knows what being 4: Chriſtian is, 1 
ay one who heertily — all theſe things, and en- 
deayvurs' to the utmoſt of his Power to live up to them, 
is not to be owned a Chriſtian. There will not be found, 
Ido not ſay any Wiſe and Prudent Divine, but, 
Man of common Senſe and Reaſon, who will exd 
ſich an one from the Number of true Chriſtians ;- tho 
Hig other Opinions be ever ſo Erroneous: Unlels He 
hold fach Errors, as God himſelf in his Word has ex- 
J prefly excluded Men from his Church for holding; 
which undoubtedly one Se& of rl hr: will neyer 
| be able to prove of another. 
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Jo come then to che other Principle, That thoſe 
whop ate in the wrong in Points conttoverted among 
Pidteſtants, are by thoſe Errors incapacitated from 
heattily believing and practiſing what all Proteftant: 
believe in common.” This ovght to be proved by Ex- 
obe Fact: Bat there is not the leuſt ſign whence 

it can be gueſſed with any ſhadow of likely hood that 
the Fanidamental Articles and Eſſential Duties of Chriſti- 
anity are more fincerely belicved, or more carefully praiſed 
by ont ſide than another. | WOT * 
The contrary is manifeſt from the truly Chriſtian 
Lives of many good Men of all Denominatiom; from the 
conſtancy and devoutneſs of their Religious Worſhip 


both publick and —.— pure and free from all Idola- 
try; om their Chriſtian and Edifying Deaths, and 


particulatly the Deaths of thoſe who ſpilt their Blood, 
and ſuffered Martyrdom in maintenance of the Truths 
teceĩved in common by all Note ſlants, and who have 
given many other inconte ſtable proofs of their Faith, 
their Truſt in Chriſt, and ſincere Piety; by which we 
be as ſure as Men can or need be, in forming an 
Judgment, that they were truly Pious and feared God 


Let any one read the Prayers and Hymns, and Spi- 


ritual Meditations, and Books of Devotion that are 
uſed both by the Litberam and the Reformed ſ the ſame 


may be ſaid of all Denominations of Proteſtants] and . 


which they read to encourage themſelves in à Pious 
Life, and to prepare themſelves for Death: And He 
iL find that they contain all the Efſentials of Chriſti. 
anity. And if fo, of Neceſſity it muſt be plainly af- 
firmed, either that all of this, or that Denomination, 
who under pretence of Spiritual Improvement make uſe 
of theſe Prayers, and Hymns, and Confeſſions of Sin, 
theſe Acts of Faith and Devotion which are uſed in 
common by all Proteflants; are no better than Hypocrit#s , 
or it muſt be allowed, that thoſe who are in the wrong 
in points on which all are not d, 1 
ſland ing be true Chriſtians, e 


RAY 
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ond“ 2 
Ha 1 3 ns 9 
"Hs did any; one Proteſtant Church believe, and 
avow the Conſequences charged! on their Tenets by o- 
thers, Chriſtianity would bean. a bad Condition on all 
fides,' But this is not ſo: No Society admits the (on- 
ſequences fixed on their Tenets by their Antagoniſts, 
but reject them with Deteſtation and Abhorrenre. 
It cannot be ſaid that the Conf: others draw 
from what we hold, are our true Opiniuns: Not can 
any thing but what we expreſly. pr Ys — ſelves, and 
oun as our real Sentiments, be charged us. The 
Damnable Hereſies others deduce as * Conſequences 
from our Opinions can have no ill effect on Us, as long 
as we look on them as Hereſies, and falſe Doctrines and 
do not on them as fair Deductiong from our Tenets; 
much leſs could they obſt ct our Pious, Tho the 
Learned ſhould by Nha true Rules of Logick demonſtrate, 
they follo from our Principles. For inſtance, could 
auy one infer from any — of mine by tre 
and juſt Reaſoning, that Prayer is an uſeleſs t thing; 
as long as I reject this Conſequence with abhorrence, 
che Hereſy: thus: inferred, had affects my Belief of 
the efficagy.ot Prayer, nor my | Pradiſe of that Vury, 
nor hinders my Frayers from being heard. 
Theſe Conſequential Deductions may ſhew that a Man 
is miſtaken, that His Opinions are not: well-grounded; 
nor He a ſolid Reaſoner; but - = wall not prove that 
He is therefore no Chriſtian, if He e one practically 
and in earneſt; He cannot therefore fairly be charged 
with not believing what He heartily believes; with not 
diſowning what He really di owns; or With not pracs 
tiſing whet He in his para behaviour endeayonrs to 


put in pradiiſe. 


If therefore there be any abs; es Hue 
not afraid to exelude trom the number of true Members 
of Chriſt, thoſe who in diſprtable Points are in the 


wrongs. and to exclude them barc)y tor thatreabin: ©:þ 


cannot imagin on what they found fo hard and rigorous 
a Judgment; or how they can be ſatisfied in th:ir Co- 
ſc1ences, mat tis not uncharitahle, raſh; and'direaly 
| | N 2 my 
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 ebntrary to that, which Jeſus Chriſt our common Head 
palles'on/theſe fame Men. If we carhot be fully ſa. 
tisfiedd ot this; Chriſtian Charity, nay, even ty? 
and Juſtice require, that we ſhould own' for true Chriſ- eg! 

tians. and true Members ot the ſame Myſtical Body, 
all who agree with us in believim the Eſſential Articles 
of Chriſtianity, and who ditect their Vorſbip and their 
Praiſe by that Belief: And we are indiſpenſably ob- 
liged publickly, and by our Actions to make it appear 
we do own them for ſuch. e 104 Nef ee 
Io Inconveniences may perhaps be apprehended 
from this Reunion. The , that it will much en- 
danger the Purity of Chriſtianity, for its Votaries to Þ% 
communicate with thoſe who in ſome Points are miſ- 
taken: The other, that Diverſity of Opinions in the 
ſame Society will breed great Confuſion and Diſtur- he -1 
bances: I anſwer $. If vhic 
* -Fuſt, If one conſiders the great Evils that the Un- Pane 
happy Schiſms among Proteſtants have from the firſt Þ8rec 
been, and ſtill are, and if they are not healed, will al bat 
ways continue to be the occaſion of in the Church; 3tÞNco! 
will be owned that all the Inconveniencies that can begin 
imagined in ſuch a Reunion, are comparatively noÞ lie 
thing. An excellent Author * hes with great .Flopur 
quence and Force deſcribed theſe Evils in a Latin Dil: aim 
ronrſe in Print, upon this Subject. Tis h tofear. 
make one tremble to reflect ſeriouſly on them. Touldl &=. 
the Devil have any way done more miſchief to thefeun 
Church, than in putting a ſtop, as He has done, byfbere 
this unhappy Diviſion of Proteſtants, to the propaga Part. 
tion of the Truth; in reſettling tottering Popery Pe ba 
ſubduing many conſiderable Churches to its Yoak aPure, 
gain, ard expoſing ſtill more to the ſame: danger Thrit 
And, what ovght to be lamented with Tears of Blood,]. Fe 
„ what greater miſchief could befall the Church, than tofiiſt, : 
fee ſo many Thouſand Chriſtians, Who have ſo long hoſe 
en account of theſe Diviſions made what is EfſentialÞs,w1! 
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Vuretinus in Orat. . Proteſtantium componendis, nor | 
4 | | 1 


- 
i 
'F 
FS as — - 
* L 
bo 
Þ, — * 
« 8 
« : 
a = 
* 1 
©s , N 
3 


4 "wy . w 70S 
r 8 \ 2 
* — 
1 


"Reg itin 2 
up! e * 


p Religion, a mere A e. 3 


ines Pr 


- {a ſonftantial,  Eflentia] : Who er 
fa holly in Scandalous . wa ho 


dy irticles and Duties of Rel; Ben ſnot to alledge 
cle. $be wicked Paſſions and vices Which are the effects . 
heir f this unfortunate Diviſion, and the cauſes of great 
ob-Diſturbances.) Lask, Whether all the 
hat can poſſibly attend the Reunion of Proteſtants 
an : "xe to be epmpared e 
1 . 
wa But be theſe Inconveniences as confiderable and as 
; to $rany asthey will, this will not 8 
niſ- o a Reunion. For this is not a thing indifferent, that 
thelnay be done or let alone juſt as is moſt convenient for 
ſtur-· Ihe preſent Circumſtapces: *Tis a neceſſary Duty, to 
* all the Members of the Church, who make but 
Un- pne Body, are obliged in Conſcience, whether 
firt þgree in all their Opinions or no. Ih a Duty 
} a}-ſbat muſt inviolably be performed, And as fora 
+ it Inconveniences, we muſt do what we can to guard 
1 beſpainſt them; if all we can do be inſufficient, w * 
no believe that, provided our Intention be 
Flour Head, who enjoyns Union to all his Members, wi 
Dif me contrive ways to hinder the Inoonveniences ws 
la — As for the Purity of Chriſtian Doctrine, the 
the Reunion will expoſe it to no hazard. On the ice | 
byfbere is fair room to Hope that when the Spirit 
aa Party. and all the Paſſions it brings along with it ſhall 
ry 4 baniſhed from the Church, Truth wi rm 
k aPure,'and ina better Light, and * — h 
ger F-briſtians heartily and joy fully ĩmbrace it. 
ood, For the preſent, this Reunion of Proteſtants muſt c 
n toÞiſt, as we have ſhewn,xchiefy in this, that they bear wi 
lorg hoſe, who they think hold erroneous Opinions; 
tas, without regarding thoſe Opinions, publickly own them 
For Brethren, and Members of the fame Body. But 
— [the Union muſt not extend to approving their Frrors, 
nor X binder any one who: thinks others are — 
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etion, Arp in proper x 5 And Gee 
TOE State of thir s this hs been often done out « 
5 ot Party and inveterate hatred, againſt tho 
of paiferen 1010N, with rden and ill nature 
1 — wich taunting and ſharp age ca lumny ani 
Ml 1 by which means e had the leaſt gopd Ef, - 
the contrary, if the fatal Diviſions of Prote 

| 1 5 were once healed, we might hope that the Trut! 
Would be defended with no other view but the pure Lov 
25 Trath ; that it, would be: eftabliſhed only on gen 
Ts nd this done in a gdod-natured, peaceable ani. 
Manner. /Thus it would by degrees get the up 
hand and rily triumph over Error. 
we for the other Inconvenience, the Fear of CON 55 
FUSTON from Diverfity of Opinions in Members dM n 
the ame Church might be good Rules made tc 
regulate ppblick Teaching in Churches and Schools, and 
about Writings and Books, and whatever elſe is neceſſa 
| ach wound ſufficiently prevent all Confuſion, pr 
idea no Violence were offered to. Conſciences, and that. 
1 free Courſe of Truth and Piety were not obſtructed. * 
But Chriſt, the Head of the Church, has furniſh'd-hig®? 
Members with Means abundantly ſufficient to. prevents 
all Confuſion that cbuld ariſe WIN difference of — | | 
on; by inculcating ſo oſten and ſo expreſly by hinz{elf 
and his Apoſtles, ity, Humility, Gem leneſs, Pati: 
ence, Bearing with one another, ſeeking after Peace, and 
all other like Virtues which contribute to maintain Uni- 
on; and above all, by commanding his Miniſters. to 
ſhow themſelves Examples aad Patterns of all theſe Vir 

tues to their Flocks and their Diſciples, 

Did Men once. obſerve theſe Means preſcribed b 
| Chriſt himſelf, every difference in Doctrine would not ſo 
readily breed Confuſion among Chriſtians . The Princi- 
pal Cauſe of which is not Difference of Opinions which 
1 unavoidable, but the Want of the above named Viz 
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Reim of Proteſtants. io] 
es. Tis this makes Men not bear with thoſe that dif 
from Them. But more eſpecially tis the Want of _ 
riſtian Humility: For if this Capital Virtue, which ies 
F< Soul of Chrilhanity, reigned in our Hearts, we 
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8 


and perhaps our ſelves 
As great or greater Im- 
many among thoſe that 


the 


= 
on rant Us an Entrance 1nto his Glory, notwit 
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Anſwer to Mr. Law's Second Letter to the B 
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n 2, for ſepu read Scopus, p. 10 L 12 fo ink. $6. 
J. 28, for nolumas r. nolunus. I. Z* 45 faſſit r. far 17 4 * b: 
le the Comma after Fontem, p. 22 11 for bad r. b. 5. 26, 1 
: dels the Comin after Formal, p. 38 I. ult. for feſne r. ſenſe. p. 38 
L. 1. er ſelf inert 20 be. l. ule, dele to. ibid. for mitive . meg 
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